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YOUTH CORNER

Youth Corner 2/8/2026
Scripture — Matthew 14:13-21
Observation:
There will be times in our life where we have suffered or failed,
feel uncertain about the future or feel hurt or grief and it is
important not to give into these emotions and feelings of
despair. We see this in the Gospel of Matthew today through
Jesus. After having made known the death of John the Baptist,
Jesus, like many others who lose a loved one, would’ve been
overcome with grief and sorrow, and yet he is full of
compassion when he sees a crowd of followers. It is evident
then, that in these moments of darkness, we should not give
into these emotions and sense of failure or anguish, but rather
to offer what we have and embrace the love that God so wants
to bestow us.
Jesus also reveals his divinity in performing the miracle of
completely alleviating the hunger of men and women using
what seems to be a measly number of resources. The crowd
was made up of five thousand men, not including women and
children, and yet when all they had was five loaves and two
fish, Jesus takes them, blesses them and breaks the loaves and
gives them to the disciples to feed the people. Every person
that ate was satisfied with twelve baskets of food to spare.
Jesus thereby shows whatever that can be offered to God, is
multiplied, providing true satisfaction in abundance.
Application:
It can feel easy to follow Christ and live a faithful life when
things are going well; when there is little uncertainty, stress, or
broken relationships in our life. However, Jesus s
overwhelmingly compassionate when all we can offer is our
faith in him even when there is brokenness around us.
No matter who we are, young or old, poor or rich, we can offer
what we have to participate in the faith. And Jesus having
shown that even with scarce resources, he multiplies what is
giving up to him. So, with our humble offerings, whatever they
may be — 10 minutes to listen to daily scripture, a decade of
the rosary or an Our Father, Jesus will perform great works and
give us the fill that we need.
Prayer:
Dear Jesus,
Help us in times of uncertainty, anguish and unease, and show
a compassionate heart to others. Grant us the fortitude to
trust in your love and generosity especially when we are
doubtful, disheartened or feeling lukewarm. Guide us to meet
with those who hunger and are in need and help us to reveal
the fulfillment of the Word to others. Amen.

YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENT

On 16™ August 2026, Simon Carrington will come to
the Youth Group Session at 10:30am and share his new
book on chastity. All members and leaders are
welcome!
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ST MONICAS Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, make haste to help me!
You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay.

FIRST READING
A reading from the first book of the Kings
Thus says the Lord:
Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty;
though you have no money, come!
Buy corn without money, and eat,
and, at no cost, wine and milk.
Why spend money on what is not bread,
your wages on what fails to satisfy?
Listen, listen to me and you will have good things to eat
and rich food to enjoy.
Pay attention, come to me;
listen, and your soul will live.
With you | will make an everlasting covenant
out of the favours promised to David. The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 144

Is55:1-3

R: The hand of the Lord feeds us: he answers all
our needs.

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger,
abounding in love. How good is the Lord to all, compassionate
to all his creatures. (R.)

The eyes of all creatures look to you and you give them their
food in due time. You open wide your hand, grant the desires
of all who live. (R.)

The Lord is just in all his ways and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him, call on him from their
hearts. (R.)

SECOND READING Rom 8: 35, 37-39
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if
we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted, or lacking
food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. These
are the trials through which we triumph, by the power of him
who loved us.

For | am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no
prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any power,
or height or depth, nor any created thing, can ever come
between us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our
Lord. The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.

Alleluia!

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

2nd August 2024

GOSPEL Mt 14 :13-21
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Matthew

When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’s
death he withdrew by boat to a lonely place where
they could be by themselves. But the people heard
of this and, leaving the towns, went after him on foot.
So as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and
he took pity on them and healed their sick.

When evening came, the disciples went to him and
said, ‘This is a lonely place, and the time has slipped
by; so send the people away, and they can go to the
villages to buy themselves some food.” Jesus replied,
‘There is no need for them to go: give them
something to eat yourselves.” But they answered,
‘All we have with usis five loaves and two fish.” ‘Bring
them here to me,’ he said. He gave orders that the
people were to sit down on the grass; then he took
the five loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes to
heaven and said the blessing. And breaking the
loaves he handed them to his disciples who gave
them to the crowds. They all ate as much as they
wanted, and they collected the scraps remaining,
twelve baskets full. Those who ate numbered about
five thousand men, to say nothing of women and

children 7he Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, endowed with
all delights and sweetness in every taste.




