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: emboldened to experience joyous, spiritual encounters with you
: everyday. Amen.
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YOUTH CORNER

Youth Corner 14 December
Scripture: Matthew 11:2-11

Observation: In this week’s gospel reading, John the Baptist's
disciples are trying to work out Jesus’ identity and specifically want
to find out if He is the promised Messiah. Jesus affirms that He is
the promised Messiah as He can liberate people from their
ailments, such as physical ailments and promises to bring new,
eternal life to the dead. Jesus’ mission is to bring hope to the
suffering, sick and vulnerable. As the first reading from Isaiah
points out, the Messiah’s mission is to bring salvific hope to people
and strengthen their sense of resolve and give them inner, spiritual
strength. The physical ailments that Jesus says He will heal, such
as deafness and being crippled, may also be interpreted
metaphorically. Jesus comes to not only heal physical infirmities
but also spiritual infirmities. Jesus also says that as the Messiah,
He does not come with the trappings and appearances of earthI%/
power, wealth and authority, such as fine clothing but comes wit
the authority of God in heaven.

Application: At many stages in our lives, we may be crippled by
spiritual, mental and emotional ailments. We may feel anxious,
depressed, pessimistic, experience doubts about our faith in God
or become more lukewarm in our faith, and we may lack
enthusiasm or motivation to help others. Our internal ailments can
occur as a result of the challenges that we face in life and past
experiences. However, this advent, it's important to remember that
whatever the cause of our ailments, we can aIwaYs bring them to
Jesus with faith and humili%vand ask Him to heal us, as this is a
part of His saving mission. When we experiences Jesus’ healing,
we are given the strength and courage to experience a rich
spiritual life. An important aspect of the rich spiritual life is rejoicing
in God's healing, saving power that He brings to our lives. So next
time, we experiences spiritual ailments, let us bring these to God,
trust in His power to heal, and embrace the graces that He gives
us. The graces God gives us may include insight into how to say
and act with wisdom, patience and kindness, or being like Christ in
the way we perceive and treat others.

Prayer: Dear Jesus, you have revealed your salvific ?race and
mission to all people. You bring hope and joy to all people,
particularly the weak, frightened and vulnerable. May we always
remember your healing power and dgrace and turn to you in times
of weakness, in challenging and difficult times. May we always
invite you into our lives so we can be strengthened and

Youth Announcements

Social Justice Month

This month is our social justice month and we shall be
selling handmade body scrubs and polaroid photo frames
decorated by our youth group. The proceeds will go to the
Vinnies Christmas appeal. On 14" Dec, we sell tickets for
photoshoot which will takesplace on the 21% Dec. We also
sell the body scrubs on 21™ Dec. There will be a limited
number of spots for photos as each photo frame is a
unique one-of-a-kind design so get in quick! Alternatively,
you can purchase just a photo frame on its own. The
prices are as follow:

Photo + photo frame =$10, Photo frame = $5

Body scrubs (coffee / green tea) = $10

Come help us support those in need in this time of advent,
Christmas and thanks giving.

St Monica’s Youth Group

Youth Group will continue each week in the community
room, starting at 10:30AM! If you’re year 6 and up, come
hang out for some games, make new friends and learn
about God together! If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact one of our leaders Raphael Cheung
(0420947 121).
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ST MONICA Third Sunday of Advent - Year A

CATHOLIC PARISH AND PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMU

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

FIRST READING ISAIAH 35:1-6,10

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands
exult, let the wasteland rejoice and
bloom, let it bring forth flowers like the
jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on
it, the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord, the
splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands, steady all
trembling knees and say to all faint
hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. Look,
your God is coming, vengeance is
coming, the retribution of God; he is
coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer and
the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, for
those the Lord has ransomed shall
return. They will come to Zion shouting
for joy, everlasting joy on their faces; joy
and gladness will go with them and

sorrow and lament be ended.
The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 145

(R.) Lord, come and save us.

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for
ever, who is just to those who are
oppressed. It is he who gives bread to
the hungry, the Lord, who sets
prisoners free. (R.)

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the
blind, who raises up those who are
bowed down, the Lord, who protects
the stranger and upholds the widow
and orphan. (R.)

3. It is the Lord who loves the just but
thwarts the path of the wicked. The
Lord will reign for ever, Zion’s God,
from age to age. (R.)

SECOND READING ST JAMES 5:7-10

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s
coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently
he waits for the precious fruit of the
ground until it has had the autumn rains
and the spring rains! You too have to be
patient; do not lose heart, because the
Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make
complaints against one another,
brothers, so as not to be brought to
judgement yourselves; the Judge is
already to be seen waiting at the gates.
For your example, brothers, in
submitting with patience, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord. Tthe word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia! Alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he

sent me to bring Good News to the

poor.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL MATTHEW 11:2-11
John in his prison had heard

what Christ was doing and he sent

his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you

the one who is to come, or have
we got to wait for someone else?’
Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell
John what you hear and see; the
blind see again, and the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear, and the dead are raised
to life and the Good News is
proclaimed to the poor; and happy
is the man who does not lose faith
in me.

As the messengers were leaving,
Jesus began to talk to the people
about John: ‘What did you go out
into the wilderness to see? A reed
swaying in the breeze? No? Then
what did you go out to see? A man
wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those
who wear fine clothes are to be
found in palaces. Then what did
you go out for? To see a prophet?
Yes, | tell you, and much more
than a prophet: he is the one of
whom scripture says: Look, | am
going to send my messenger
before you; he will prepare your
way before you. | tell vyou
solemnly, of all the children born

of women, a greater than John the

Baptist has never been seen; yet
the least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than heis.’

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not
fear. Behold, our God will come, and he will save
us.
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