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And the apostles said to

the Lord, Increase our
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YOUTH CORNER B4t :J
Youth Corner 5th October

Scripture
Luke 17:5-10

Observation

At first glance, this passage might seem like two unrelated
teachings jammed together: a lesson on faith and a parable
about a servant doing his duty. But when we look more
closely, Jesus is giving a unified and powerful message about
what true faith looks like—not in theory, but in practice. The
disciples begin with an honest and relatable request:
“Increase our faith!” They’re aware of their own limitations,
perhaps overwhelmed by Jesus’ teachings earlier in the
chapter about forgiveness and radical obedience. But
instead of giving them a pep talk or spiritual formula, Jesus
tells them that even faith the size of a mustard seed can do
the impossible. The implication is not that they
need more faith, but that they need genuine faith—faith that
is alive and active.

Then comes the parable of the servant. It's a bit jarring at
first. The servant works hard all day, comes in tired, and still
doesn’t get a break until he’s finished serving his master. The
point isn’t that God is harsh or ungrateful—it’s that faith
isn't about earning praise. It's about understanding our
position in relation to God: we are His servants, not the
other way around. Obedience is not optional or
extraordinary; it's simply part of being in relationship with
Him.

Application

This passage hits home for anyone trying to live out their
faith in the real world—especially during the young adult
years when life is full of transitions, questions, and pressure
to “figure it all out.” We often want God to give us more—
more clarity, more strength, more visible results. But Jesus
reminds us that faith isn’t about having more—it’s about
trusting with what we already have, however small it seems.

Mustard-seed faith means praying even when we’re unsure
God is listening. It means choosing integrity when no one
else notices. It means forgiving when it’s hard, or staying
faithful in small commitments when it’s easier to walk away.
This kind of faith isn’t glamorous, and it won’t always feel
“spiritual.” But it’s the kind of faith Jesus celebrates—one
that quietly trusts, obeys, and serves without demanding

: applause.

In a world that rewards recognition, Jesus invites us to find
joy and purpose in being faithful servants. We don’t have to

: perform for God. We just need to follow Him. And that

posture—humble, obedient, and steady—is exactly what
faith looks like in action.

: Prayer
= Lord, teach me to trust You with the little faith | have. Help

me to serve You not for recognition, but because | love You.
Let my faith be real—not loud or showy, but rooted in quiet
obedience. Remind me that even small steps matter in Your
= kingdom. Amen.

St Monica’s Got Talent

Yes! After last year’s success, we will once again host

St Monica’s Got Talent to fundraise for the upkeep of

our parish and church building. This year’s event will be held on
November 15th. If you are interested in performing, please
contact Raphael on 0420 947 121. Any acts are welcome,
espelcially non-musical acts as we only had musical acts last
year!

Youth Announcements E 2




Jute,
ot %fr{(

ST MONICAS Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

CATHOLIC PARISH AND PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Within your will, O Lord, all things are
established, and there is none that can resist
your will.

For you have made all things, the heaven and
the earth, and all that is held within the circle
of heaven; you are the Lord of all.

FIRST READING Hasakkuk 1:2-3;2:2-4

How long, Lord, am | to cry for help
while you will not listen; to cry
‘Oppression!’ in your ear and you will not
save? Why do you set injustice before
me, why do you look on where there is
tyranny? Outrage and violence, this is all
| see, all is contention, and discord
flourishes. Then the Lord answered and
said, ‘Write the vision down, inscribe it
on tablets to be easily read, since this
vision is for its own time only: eager for
its own fulfilment, it does not deceive; if
it comes slowly, wait, for come it will,
without fail.

See how he flags, he whose soul is not
at rights, but the upright man will live by

his faithfulness.’
The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 94

(R.) If today you hear his voice, harden

not your hearts.

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us. Let us
come before him, giving thanks, with
songs let us hail the Lord. (r.)

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low; let
us kneel before the God who made
us for he is our God and we the
people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (r.)

3. O that today you would listen to his
voice! ‘Harden not your hearts as at
Meribah, as on that day at Massah in
the desert when your fathers put me
to the test; when they tried me,
though they saw my work.” (r.)

SECOND READING

| am reminding you to fan into a flame
the gift that God gave you when | laid my
hands on you. God’s gift was not a spirit
of timidity, but the Spirit of power, and
love, and self-control. So you are never
to be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord,
or ashamed of me for being his prisoner;
but with me, bear the hardships for the
sake of the Good News, relying on the
power of God.

2 TIMOTHY 1:6-8,13-14

North Parramatta

Keep as your pattern the sound
teaching you have heard from me, in the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
You have been trusted to look after
something precious; guard it with the

help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia! Alleluia!

The word of the Lord stands for ever; it is
the word given to you, the Good News.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LUKE 17: 5-10
The apostles said to the Lord,
‘Increase our faith.” The Lord
replied, “Were your faith the size
of a mustard seed you could say
to this mulberry tree, “Be
uprooted and planted in the
sea”, and it would obey you.
‘Which of you, with a servant
ploughing or minding sheep,
would say to him when he
returned from the fields, “Come
and have your meal
immediately”? Would he not be
more likely to say, “Get my
supper laid; make yourself tidy
and wait on me while | eat and
drink. You can eat and drink
yourself afterwards”? Must he
be grateful to the servant for
doing what he was told? So with
you: when you have done all
you have been told to do, say,
“We are merely servants: we
have done no more than our
duty.””

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord is good to those who hope in him,
to the soul that seeks him.

By e A
v P

St. Monica's Parish

5th October 2025
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