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Scripture: Luke 16: 1-13

>

Observation: In this passage Jesus tells a parable about a shrewd
(or dishonest) manager. In the parable, a manager found to be
dishonest by his master fears for his future, lamenting that he is too
weak to dig, and too proud to beg. In the end he secures his future
by reducing the debts of his master's debtors, and is seemingly
commended by the master for his shrewdness. It may seem puzzling
and somewhat at odds with what Jesus has preached up till this
point. However, Jesus is not praising dishonesty but rather uses the
actions of the steward to highlight how worldly people often act with
more urgency and practicality than the “children of light” (believers in
the faith). In concluding, Jesus also emphasises how faith in small
matters translates to faith in greater ones, and also - bringing it back
to a central tenet of Catholicism - no one can serve God and money.

From these things, there are two points that stand out. For one,
being practical and conscious of worldly matters to an extreme may
be a detriment to the faith, but when used to prepare for the future,
these things become useful. Secondly, and leading on from the first,
how we align practical wisdom to spiritual priorities is also important:
even though money and goods are temporary, how we use them
(and what for) is still a reflection of our deeper loyalty and faith. In
order to avoid falling completely under the thrall of worldly material, it
is important to remember whom we truly serve, and in exercising this
worldly practicality, we must make sure it is always in the service of
God. As Jesus points out in verse 13, we cannot serve both God and
wealth.

Application: This parable invites Catholics to consider how they use
resources such as time, money and influence. We are all stewards of
what God has given us, and therefore, we have an obligation to use
our gifts with wisdom. Often people may put much of their effort and
creativity into business or personal gain, rather than what they were
intended for. Jesus reminds us, instead, to put these things into our
faith.

In daily life, this may mean recognising what our choices reveal
about our priorities - if money and status consistently outrank God in
our hearts then we have fallen subservient to wealth. The only
remedy to this is to direct our efforts, and shrewdness, towards
God’s eternal purpose. This may manifest in putting some of our
finances towards the Church, or even gearing our private
endeavours to supporting it - essentially, living in a way that reflects
a trust in God, rather than in the power of our possessions.

Prayer: Thank you, God, for all that You have given me. For the
opportunities, the gifts, and the things | have. Please give me the
wisdom to use these not for selfish gain, but for Your Kingdom. Help
me to be faithful even in the smallest of things, and to always place
you above my worldly concerns. Guide me in living a life devoted to
the future of Your Kingdom. Amen.

Youth Announcements

HSC blessings - 28" September 2025

If you are sitting HSC this year and would like to receive HSC
blessing, please get in touch with Cheryl on 0432 205 327 so
that we can inform Fr Lam. It will be during the Masses on
September 28th.

St Monica’s Got Talent - 15th November 2025

Yes! After last year’s success, we will once again host
St Monica’s Got Talent to fundraise for the upkeep of our
parish and church building. This year’s event will be held on
November 15", If you are interested in performing, please
contact Raphael on 0420 947 121. Any acts are welcome,
especially non-musical acts as we only had musical acts last
year!
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STMONICAS The 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

I am the salvation of the people, says the
Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, |
will hear them, and | will be their Lord for
ever.

FIRST READING AMOS 8:4-7

Listen to this, you who trample on the
needy and try to suppress the poor
people of the country, you who say,
‘When will New Moon be over so that
we can sell our corn, and sabbath, so
that we can market our wheat? Then by
lowering the bushel, raising the shekel,
by swindling and tampering with the
scales, we can buy up the poor for
money, and the needy for a pair of
sandals, and get a price even for the
sweepings of the wheat.’

The Lord swears it by the pride of
Jacob, ‘Never will | forget a single thing
you have done.’

The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 112

(R.) Praise the Lord who lifts up the

poor.

1. Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise
the name of the Lord! May the name
of the Lord be blessed both now and
for evermore! (R.)

2. High above all nations is the Lord,
above the heavens his glory. Who is
like the Lord, our God, who has risen
on high to his throne yet stoops from
the heights to look down, to look
down upon heaven and earth? (R.)

3. From the dust he lifts up the lowly,
from the dung heap he raises the
poor to set him in the company of
princes, yes, with the princes of his
people. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8

My advice is that, first of all, there
should be prayers offered for everyone —
petitions, intercessions and thanksgiving
— and especially for kings and others in
authority, so that we may be able to live
religious and reverent lives in peace and
quiet. To do this is right, and will please
God our saviour: he wants everyone to
be saved and reach full knowledge of the
truth. For there is only one God, and
there is only one mediator between God
and mankind, himself a man, Christ
Jesus, who sacrificed himself as a
ransom for them all. He is the evidence
of this, sent at the appointed time, and |
have been named a herald and apostle
of it and — | am telling the truth and no
lie — a teacher of the faith and the truth
to the pagans.

In every place, then, | want the men
to life their hands up reverently in

prayer, with no anger or argument.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Jesus Christ was rich but he became
poor, to make you rich out of his
poverty.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LUKE 16:1-13

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There was a
rich man and he had a steward who was
denounced to him for being wasteful
with his property. He called for the man
and said, “What is this | hear about you?
Draw me up an account of vyour
stewardship because you are not to be
my steward any longer.” Then the
steward said to himself, “Now that my
master is taking the stewardship from
me, what am | to do? Dig? | am not
strong enough. Go begging? | should be
too ashamed. Ah, | know what | will do
to make sure that when | am dismissed
from office there will be some to
welcome me into their homes.”

‘Then he called his master’s debtors
one by one. To the first he said, “How
much do you owe my master?” “One
hundred measures of oil,” was the reply.
The steward said, “Here, take your bond;
sit down straight away and write fifty.”
To another he said, “And you, sir, how
much do you owe?” “One hundred
measures of wheat,” was the reply. The
steward said, “Here, take your bond and
write eighty.”

‘The master praised the dishonest
steward for his astuteness. For the
children of this world are more astute in
dealing with their own kind than are the
children of light.

‘And so | tell you this: use money,
tainted as it is, to win you friends, and
thus make sure that when it fails you,
they will welcome you into the tents of
eternity. The man who can be trusted in
little things can be trusted in great; the
man who is dishonest in little things will
be dishonest in great. If then you cannot
be trusted with money, that tainted
thing, who will trust you with genuine
riches? And if you cannot be trusted with
what is not yours, who will give you
what is your very own?

‘No servant can be the slave of two
masters: he will either hate the first and
love the second, or treat the first with
respect and the second with scorn. You
cannot be the slave both of God and of
money.’

2Cor 8:9

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

You have laid down your precepts to be
carefully kept; may my ways be firm in
keeping your statutes.

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

21st September 2025
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