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JOIN OUR PARISH
wx:  STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

ST MONI
NORTH PARRAI

A Call to Prayer, Service and Generosity

Your support helps our parish grow
and flourish, ensuring our faith
community remains strong for

years to come.
Every gift is a blessing.

OUR PARISH

STEWARDSHIP Thank you!
— e
Wl | i

Praying Giving fl Serving
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YOUTH CORNER
Scripture: Luke 24:46-53

Observation: In this gospel passage, Jesus promises His
disciples that He will pass on to them the Holy Spirit, the
‘power on high.” The Holy Spirit will help tl}:e disciples
on their mission to preach the repentance of sins to all
nations, which means that God’s mission is not just to
call Jewish people to believe in the remission of sins that
Jesus’ deatlg and resurrection promises but also non
Jewish people of all cultural and religious backgrounds.
Jess then ascends into heaven. One possible reaction from
the disciples is to be scared, bereaved and afraid of
having lost a trusted teacher and friend, not sure of what
to do, having only been given vague instructions to
remain in Jerusalem without any set date for when they
may depart from Jerusalem. However, they trusted the
promises of Jesus and returned to Jerusalem full of joy
and were fpraising God, which shows the fervency and
strength of their faith.

Application: God is always reminding us that He is
dependable. He has expectations of His disciples and an
important mission for His disciples to fulfil but He
provides support to help His disciples to fulfil the
mission. The support from God comes in the form of the
Holy Spirit, which produces spiritual fruits in people such
as kindness, patience, self control, gentleness and
goodness. These fruits enable us to be forgiving and
understanding of people’s mistakes, believe in their
ability to change, model living a holy and uprifght life for
people and persuade them of the merits of our faith
through righteous living. However, sometimes we fail to
live up to our calling so that’s why as a community, we
should always support each other to live out our faith, to
EOint out when we make mistakes and provide advice on

ow to navigate challenges and overcome sin. In this
way, we become a community of disciples, in a similar
way to the disciples who stayed together as a communit
in the early days after Jesus’ resurrection. We are all
united in a mission to bring people to God as we become
the hands of Christ in the world, which is what God
intended after Jesus’ ascension into heaven.

Prayer: Dear God, help us to always look out for people,

including other disciples who may need help to turn back

to the righteous path and compel us to support and guide

them. Help us to always welcome the Holy Spirit’s

éuidance to always better live out the fruits of the Holy
pirt and to always reflect on ourselves whenever we sin,

so that we can fulfil our calling to be the hands of Christ
Youth Camp 8th—11th July 2025 \
with Simon Carrington

This year, we have the privilege of hosting Simon
Carrington as a guest speaker at our youth camp! Simon is
the co-founder of Fire Up Ministries and a well-known
speaker on chastity, dating, theology of the body and
masculinity. Please contact Cheryl (0481 507 169) or Brian
(0491 138 451) for more details and application forms.

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025

Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) will take place in
Melbourne this year from 30/11 — 2/12. We're looking to take a
group of St Monica’s youths down to Melbourne and are now
taking expressions of interest for youths aged 15 and over. We
will be aiming to travel to depart Sydney on 28" November and
return on the 4™ December. The estimated cost at this early
stage is $2500-S3000 total. Please contact Cheryl on 0481 507
169 for more information.

Youth Announcements
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the
heavens? This Jesus whom vyou saw
ascending into heaven will return as you saw
him go, alleluia.

FIRST READING AcTs 1:1-11

In my earlier work, Theophilus, | dealt
with everything Jesus had done and
taught from the beginning until the day
he gave his instructions to the apostles
he had chosen through the Holy Spirit,
and was taken up to heaven. He had
shown himself alive to them after his
Passion by many demonstrations: for
forty days he had continued to appear to
them and tell them about the kingdom
of God. When he had been at table with
them, he had told them not to
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for
what the Father had promised. ‘It is,” he
had said, ‘what you have heard me speak
about: John baptised with water but you,
not many days from now, will be
baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they asked
him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’
He replied, ‘It is not for you to know
times or dates that the Father has
decided by his own authority, but you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you, and then you will be my
witnesses not only in Jerusalem but
throughout Judaea and Samaria, and
indeed to the ends of the earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while
they looked on, and a cloud took him
from their sight. They were still staring
into the sky when suddenly two men in
white were standing near them and they
said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee
standing here looking into the sky? Jesus
who has been taken up from you into
heaven, this same Jesus will come back
in the same way as you have seen him go
there.” The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 46

(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

1. All peoples, clap your hands, cry to God
with shouts of joy! For the Lord, the Most
High, we must fear, great king over all the
earth. (R)

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord
goes up with trumpet blast. Sing praise
for God, sing praise, sing praise to our
king, sing praise. (R)

3. God is king of all the earth. Sing praise
with all your skill. God is king over the
nations; God reigns on his holy throne.

(R.)

SECOND READING EPHESIANS 1:17-23
May the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, give you a
spirit of wisdom and perception of what
is revealed, to bring you to full

North Parramatta

knowledge of him. May he enlighten the
eyes of your mind so that you can see
what hope his call holds for you, what
rich glories he has promised the saints
will inherit and how infinitely great is the
power that he has exercised for us
believers. This you can tell from the
strength of his power at work in Christ,
when he used it to raise him from the
dead and to make him sit at his right
hand, in heaven, far above every
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or
Domination, or any other name that can
be named, not only in this age, but also
in the age to come. He has put all things
under his feet, and made him, as the
ruler of everything, the head of the
Church; which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills the whole creation.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Go and teach all people my gospel. | am
with you always, until the end of the
world. Alleluia!

GOSPEL LUKE 24:46-53

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see
how it is written that the Christ
would suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead, and that, in his name,
repentance for the forgiveness of sins
would be preached to all the nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses to this.

‘And now | am sending down to you
what the Father has promised. Stay
in the city then, until you are clothed
with the power from on high.” Then
he took them out as far as the
outskirts of Bethany, and lifting up his
hands he blessed them. Now as he
blessed them, he withdrew from
them and was carried up to heaven.
They worshipped him and then went
back to Jerusalem full of joy; and they
were continually in the Temple
praising God. The Gospel of the Lord
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Behold, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age, alleluia.

St. Monica's Parish

1st June 2025
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