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YOUTH CORNER — B+t
Scripture: Luke 5: 1-11
Observation

In this passage, we observe Jesus calling upon Peter,
James, and John to become his disciples after performing
an astounding miracle which leaves the young men
awestruck. Despite working laboriously all night (without
success), Jesus instructs Simon and his companions to
once again set sail and cast out their nets. We can only
imagine the scepticism, confusion, and despondency
Simon must have felt, though in testament to his faith, he
obliged and once again set off obediently.

There are many times we may empathise with Simon’s
feelings of dejection, pessimism, or exhaustion (physical,
mental, or spiritual). Whether it be at school, work, or
even in our relationships, these feelings of defeat and
hopelessness can often lead us to shy away or withdraw
from these endeavours out of fear that we are wasting our
time or energy. However, this passage highlights the
importance and value of trusting in the Lord and persisting
in the pursuit of our vocation — that is, what Jesus has
called us to do. Whilst we may not be rewarded with a
large quantity of seafood, our daily choice to trust in the
Lord and follow in His ways comes with the hope of a
reward far greater — eternal salvation.

Application

In the coming week, let us recentre our hearts and renew
our efforts to live according to God’s Word. As we
continue into the second month of 2025, now is a good
opportunity to consider what pursuits or vocations we
have put aside out of mental, physical, or spiritual fatigue,
and pray for the courage and love to listen to the calling of
Christ who guides us to holiness.

Prayer

Lord, | thank you for opportunities to pray for others. | ask
that you bring people to my attention who are hurting and
are in need. Give me the courage to pray boldly and the
words that will resonate in their heart. | pray against fear
and insecurity that would cause me to stay silent. Help me
to move and speak by your Spirit. | thank you that there is
power in prayer and | am believing in you for blessings on

behalf of those | pray for. Show up in mighty ways, as you
always do. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
2
-
Youth Announcements &
Youth Mass (4th Sunday)
Youth mass will now be held at 10:15 AM on the 4th Sunday of
each month. It will be held entirely in English.

St Monica’s Youth Group (SMYG)

Youth Group will continue each week in the community room,
starting at 10:30AM! If you're year 6 and up, come hang out for
some games, make new friends and learn about God together! If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one of
our leaders Rebecca Cheung on 0449 055 395. Note with the
new youth mass times, youth group will be at 11:30 AM instead
on the 4th Sunday of each month.

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025

Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) will take place in
Melbourne this year from 30/11 - 2/12. We're looking to take a
group of St Monica’s youths down to Melbourne and are now
taking expressions of interest for youths aged 15 and over. We
will be aiming to travel to depart Sydney on 28t November and
return on the 4th December. The estimated cost at this early
stage is $2500-$3000 total. Please contact Cheryl on

0481 507 169 for more information.




I te Dews
corda nestra

ST MONICA’S Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

CATHOLIC PARISH AND PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O come, let us worship God and bow low before
the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God.

FIRST READING Is 6:1-8
In the year of King Uzziah’s death | saw the
Lord seated on a high throne; his train filled
the sanctuary; above him stood seraphs,
each one with six wings.
And they cried out to one another in this
way,

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.

His glory fills the whole earth.’
The foundations of the threshold shook with
the voice of the one who cried out, and the
Temple was filled with smoke. | said:

‘What a wretched state | am in! | am lost,

for I am a man of unclean lips

and | live among a people of unclean lips,

and my eyes have looked at the King, the

Lord of hosts.’

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding
in his hand a live coal which he had taken
from the altar with a pair of tongs. With this
he touched my mouth and said:

‘See now, this has touched your lips,

your sin is taken away,

your iniquity is purged.’
Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying:

‘Whom shall I send? Who will be our

messenger?’
| answered, ‘Here | am, send me’.
The word of the Lord
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 137

(R.) In the sight of the angels | will sing your
praises, Lord.

1. |thank you, Lord, with all my heart, you
have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels | will bless you. I will
adore before your holy temple (R.)

2. | thank you for your faithfulness and
love which excel all we ever knew of
you. On the day | called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul .
(R.)

3. All earth’s kings shall thank you when
they hear the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the Lord’s ways; ‘How
great is the glory of the Lord!” (R.)

4. You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me. Your
love, O Lord, is eternal, discard not the
work of your hands. (r.)

SECOND READING 1 CoRr 15:1-11

Brothers, | want to remind you of the
gospel | preached to you, the gospel that
you received and in which you are firmly
established; because the gospel will save
you only if you keep believing exactly what |
preached to you — believing anything else
will not lead to anything.

Well then, in the first place, | taught you
what | had been taught myself, namely that
Christ died for our sins, in accordance with
the scriptures; that he was buried; and that
he was raised to life on the third day, in
accordance with the scriptures; that he
appeared first to Cephas and secondly to
the Twelve. Next he appeared to more than

five hundred of the brothers at the same
time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have died; then he appeared to
James, and then to all the apostles; and last
of all he appeared to me too; it was as
though | was born when no one expected it.

| am the least of the apostles; in fact,
since | persecuted the Church of God, |
hardly deserve the name apostle; but by
God’s grace that is what | am, and the grace
that he gave me has not been fruitless. On
the contrary, |, or rather the grace of God
that is with me, have worked harder than
any of the others; but what matters is that |
preach what they preach, and this is what

you all believed.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, Alleluia

Come follow me, says the Lord, and | will
make you fishers of my people.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL LUKE 5:1-11

Jesus was standing one day by the lake
of Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing
round him listening to the word of God,
when he caught sight of two boats close
to the bank. The fishermen had gone
out of them and were washing their
nets. He got into one of the boats — it
was Simon’s — and asked him to put out
a little from the shore. Then he sat
down and taught the crowds from the
boat.

When he had finished speaking he
said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water
and pay out your nets for a catch.
‘Master,” Simon replied ‘we worked
hard all night long and caught nothing,
but if you say so, | will pay out the nets.’
And when they had done this they
netted such a huge number of fish that
their nets began to tear, so they
signalled to their companions in the
other boat to come and help them;
when these came, they filled the two
boats to sinking point.

When Simon Peter saw this he fell at
the knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me
Lord; | am a sinful man.” For he and all
his companions were completely
overcome by the catch they had made;
so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners.
But Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be
afraid; from now on it is men you will
catch.” Then, bringing their boats back
to land, they left everything and

followed him.
The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his
wonders for the children of men, for he satisfies
the thirsty soul, and the hungry he fills with good
things

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

9th February 2025
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