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Scripture: Luke 2:22-40

Observation:

Today’s gospel begins with Mary and Joseph bringing Jesus to the
temple to present him to God (to fulfil the obligations detailed in
Leviticus 12:3-8). During this time, Jesus is greeted by two
notable individuals, Simeon and Anna. We are first introduced to
Simeon, a devout and righteous man, who has been waiting
patiently for the “consolation of Israel”. He had been promised by
the Holy Ghost that he would see Christ before he died; this
promise was finally fulfilled when he met Jesus. Similarly, Anna is
a prophetess and widow who fasts and prays day and night for
the redemption of Jerusalem. Both individuals are devout and
patient; having waited years for the joy they finally receive.
Particularly Simeon, says this prayer to God: “Because my eyes
have seen thy salvation... A light to the revelation of the Gentiles,
and the glory of thy people Israel.” His patience was rewarded
with God's salvation.

Application:

When we experience doubt, or feel that our prayers are left
unanswered, this passage brings hope and an important
reminder that joy comes through the waiting. Both Simeon and
Anna have waited patiently for many years until their prayers
were answered, but the joy they experienced in having Christ as
the light of their lives is simply unmatched, especially the
greatest sacrifice of all, Jesus’ death on the cross for our
salvation. Despite our doubts, we experience the joy brought
upon by Jesus, and it is a joy well worth the wait. Particularly in
moments of uncertainty or waiting, we shall continue to practice
patience and trust that we too will live out God’s will according to
his plans. Let us continue to pray for the grace to remain
steadfast in our faith, afterall, God’s answers to our prayers often
come in unexpected ways.

Prayer:

Dear Lord, thank you for sending Your only Son Jesus to be the
light of our lives. Thank you for saving us from the evils of sins
through Your sacrifice. Lord, we pray for the grace to remain
steadfast in our faith and patience, so that we may continue to
trust in Your perfect timing, even during periods of uncertainty.
May we always recognise Your love and presence in our lives, and
find joy and comfort in knowing that Your plans for us are good.

Lord, may Your light always shine brightly on us, guiding us and
others closer to You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Fd
Youth Announcements \‘L
Youth Mass (4th Sunday)
Youth mass will now be held at 10:15 AM on the 4th Sunday of
each month. It will be held entirely in English.

St Monica’s Youth Group (SMYG)

Youth Group will continue each week in the community room,
starting at 10:30AM! If you're year 6 and up, come hang out for
some games, make new friends and learn about God together! If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one of
our leaders Rebecca Cheung on 0449 055 395. Note with the
new youth mass times, youth group will be at 11:30 AM instead
on the 4th Sunday of each month.

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025

Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) will take place in
Melbourne this year from 30/11 - 2/12. We're looking to take a
group of St Monica’s youths down to Melbourne and are now
taking expressions of interest for youths aged 15 and over. We
will be aiming to travel to depart Sydney on 28t November and
return on the 4t December. The estimated cost at this early
stage is $2500-$3000 total. Please contact Cheryl on

0481 507 169 for more information.
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CATHOLIC PARISH AND PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Your merciful love, O God, we have received in
the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like
your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your
right hand is filled with saving justice !

FIRST READING MALACHI 3:1-4

The Lord God says this: Look, | am going
to send my messenger to prepare a way
before me. And the Lord you are seeking
will suddenly enter his temple; and the
angel of the covenant whom you are longing
for, yes, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.
Who will be able to resist the day of his
coming? Who will remain standing when he
appears? For he is like the refiner’s fire and
the fuller’s alkali. He will take his seat as
refiner and purifier; he will purify the sons
of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
and then they will make the offering to the
Lord as it should be made. The offering of
Judah and Jerusalem will then be welcomed
by the Lord as in former days, as in the years

of old.
The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 23

(R ) Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord!

O gates, lift up your heads; grow higher,
ancient doors. Let him enter, the king of
glory! (R.)

2. Who is the king of glory? The Lord, the
mighty, the valiant, the Lord, the valiant
in war. (R.)

3. O gates, lift high your heads; grow
higher, ancient doors. Let him enter, the
king of glory! . (rR.)

4. Who is he, the king of glory? He, the
I(_o)rd of armies, he is the king of glory .
R.

SECOND READING HEBREWS 2:14-18

Since all the children share the same
blood and flesh, Jesus too shared equally in
it, so that by his death he could take away
all the power of the devil, who had power
over death, and set free all those who had
been held in slavery all their lives by the fear
of death. For it was not the angels that he
took to himself; he took to himself descent
from Abraham. It was essential that he
should in this way become completely like
his brothers so that he could be a
compassionate and trustworthy high priest
of God’s religion, able to atone for human
sins. That is, because he has himself been
through temptation he is able to help others

who are tempted.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, Alleluia

This is the light of revelation to the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL LUKE 2:22-40

When the day came for them to be
purified as laid down by the Law of
Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up

to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
— observing what stands written in the
Law of the Lord: Every first-born male
must be consecrated to the Lord — and
also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance
with what is said in the Law of the Lord,
a pair of turtle-doves or two young
pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a
man named Simeon. He was an upright
and devout man; he looked forward to
Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit
rested on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not
see death until he had set eyes on the
Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the
Spirit he came to the Temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus to
do for him what the Law required, he
took him into his arms and blessed God,
and he said:

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant
g0 in peace,

just as you promised;

because my eyes have seen the
salvation

which you have prepared for all the
nations to see,

a light to enlighten the pagans

and the glory of your people Israel.’

As the child’s father and mother stood
there wondering at the things that were
being said about him, Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this
child: he is destined for the fall and for the
rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign
that is rejected — and a sword will pierce
your own soul too — so that the secret
thoughts of many may be laid bare.’

There was a prophetess also, Anna the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was well on in years. Her days of
girlhood over, she had been married for
seven years before becoming a widow. She
was now eighty-four years old and never left
the Temple, serving God night and day with
fasting and prayer. She came by just at that
moment and began to praise God; and she
spoke of the child to all who looked forward
to the deliverance of Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law
of the Lord required, they went back to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and
he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour

was with him.
The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
My eyes have seen your salvation, which you
prepared in the sight of all the peoples .

ﬁﬂ”%"“lskv
=N &)

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

2nd February 2025

% 3K
AR s %

L%

RAYRUE AR B - HRARAIAEY
BERE T T — ﬂﬁ@iﬁ%?
EERAERETTHIGEE - 24

B A R T R 2 T o
ETABIAE - MIE CE R
WE (28 H=1)
PG B AR A SR LR R S
ERRH > HstESSFTE BLES A
RN ACBARATER PG aE - [
T17 T L A8 SR Y e A - A 2 B
& o MATRR PRI S RIEE - BE
WEEL TR T EEBEA B
wrk > [FIRFTR S TSR -
PEZ BB GRS - 2R
AT HEERIESIER
e YRR - B5A an R
RIEE - 45 Ry BRPH oA ERR > 2
/Eﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁé?fﬁi THEARS o {2
BB TR > A Rete e
TE IR A A 8% ZE By 35 DLURCE T A
TERIAVES - PO P BA e A RS
B L ik HE AR 2
HEEmHBEE—VEmMEE
HURERER ©
E— 36-38 7& | ALK EE
Bt BUERHIEERE ©39-40 Hfi LA E
Ry JT &R & T HEBRAE & [ A
RIEMAE LRI B
PHERERAY REE - MLy
%HBE%J‘%&L%E’J&TE (38) HYEZH
E55 NIRRT - BEETIRTER T
S F"‘lj\ Tt o WS E]
HA > RESRZEH > [NIfTEE
EHEI'B%E%JE B BRI HY B
PaE ©
MRERAEEREE 2 4l
A EEEsAE » MR MR
TSR HE 5 - JLE—EA
AYAERTER AR A(E e —(E A
— RS2 BLERE - Mg —(E A
—RRHIERES ~ TF ~ 171 - iIEH
e EE AR |

http://www.ccreadbible.org



