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YOUTH CORNER ——t+—1 —-_——
Youth Corner 26th January
Scripture- Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Observation:

The gospel today is taken from the beginning of Luke.
Luke reassuring us the accuracy and thus truth of the
gospel, coming from firsthand accounts. In the next part
of the reading, it sets out the nature of Jesus’ mission on
earth and what will come. It describes how Jesus went
back to his hometown to the synagogue. At the time,
not many people knew about Jesus and his ministry and
even fewer knew how he would later come to embody
the words, fulfilling the prophecy.

Application:

During these first few weeks of the new liturgical year,
the Gospel sets the scene for what is to come as well as
reminds us of the presence of Jesus in the scriptures. As
we read through this week’s gospel and the many others
this year, we are reminded of the last line from today’s
gospel, “Today, this scripture passage is fulfilled in your
hearing”. Jesus fulfilled everything said about Him in the
Old Testament and though this passage was written
over a millennia ago, we should remember that the
scripture is still being fulfilled to this day and we as the
baptised daughters and sons of Christ have the
awesome honour of being a part of this living scripture
because the story didn’t end with Jesus dying on the
cross, it never ended because He resurrected and
promised to return again. As such, we’ve become part of
this scripture. God has written us into this story of
salvation. We should keep this front of mind as we read
through the gospels this year and we can feel the real
presence of Jesus Christ in the Mass and in our lives.

Prayer:

Jesus, help me to understand you more deeply as | read
through the scriptures and always remember the part |

:play in being a witness and example of your life and love
Eto the world.

Youth Announcements

ﬁ;
Youth Mass (4th Sunday) \

Youth mass will now be held at 10:15AM on the 4th Sunday of
each month. It will be held entirely in English.

St Monica’s Youth Group (SMYG)

Youth Group will continue each week in the community room,
starting at 10:30AM! If you’re year 6 and up, come hang out for
some games, make new friends and learn about God together!
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
one of our leaders Rebecca Cheung on 0449 055 395. Note with
the new youth mass times, youth group will be at 11:30AM
instead on the 4th Sunday of each month.

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025

Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) will take place in
Melbourne this year from 30/11 — 2/12. We’re looking to take a
group of St Monica’s youths down to Melbourne and are now
taking expressions of interest for youths aged 15 and over. We
will be aiming to travel to depart Sydney on 28th November
and return on the 4th December. The estimated cost at this
early stage is $2500-$3000 total. Please contact Cheryl on 0481
507 169 for more information.
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ST MONICAS Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

CATHOLIC PARISH AND PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the
earth. In his presence are majesty and splendour, strength
and honour in his holy place.

FIRST READING NEHEMIAH 8:2-6, 8-10
Ezra the priest brought the Law before the
assembly, consisting of men, women, and
children old enough to understand. This was
the first day of the seventh month. On the
s?uare before the Water Gate, in the presence
of the men and women, and children old
enough to understand, he read from the book
from early morning till noon; all the people
listened attentively to the Book of the Law.

Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais
erected for the purpose. In full view of all the
people — since he stood higher than all the
people — Ezra opened the book; and when he
opened it all the people stood up. Then Ezra
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the
people raised their hands and answered
Amen! Amen!; then they bowed down and,
face to the ground, prostrated themselves
before the Lord. And Ezra read from the Law of
God, translating and giving the sense, so that
the people understood what was read.

Then Nehemiah — His Excellency — and Ezra,
priest and scribe (and the Levites who were
instructing the people) said to all the people,
‘This day is sacred to the Lord your God. Do
not be mournful, do not weep’. For the people
were all in tears as they listened to the words
of the Law.

He then said, ‘Go, eat the fat, drink the
sweet wine, and send a portion to the man
who has nothing prepared ready. For this day
is sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad: the joy of
the Lord is your stronghold.’

The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 18

(R.) Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.

1. The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the
soul. The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, it
gives wisdom to the simple. (R.)

2. The precepts of the Lord are right, they
gladden the heart. The command of the Lord is
clear, it gives light to the eyes. (R.)

3. The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth and all of
them just. (R.)

4. May the spoken words of my mouth, the
thoughts of my heart, win favour in your sight,
O Lord, my rescuer, my rock! (R.)

SECOND READING 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-30

Just as a human body, though it is made up
of many parts, is a single unit because all these
parts, though many, make one body, so it is
with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all
baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well
gs_cil‘z'izens, and one Spirit was given to us all to

rink.

Nor is the body to be identified with any
one of its many parts. If the foot were to say, ‘I
am not a hand and so | do not belong to the
body’, would that mean that it stopped being
part of the body? If the ear were to say, ‘1 am
not an eye, and so | do not belong to the
bodé,’ would that mean that it is not a part of
the body? If your whole body was just one eye,
how would you hear anything? If it was just
one ear, how would you smell anything?

Instead of that, God put all the separate
parts into the body on pu:f)ose. If all the parts
were the same, how could it be a body? As it
is, the parts are many but the body is one. The
eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I do not need
you,’ nor can the head say to the feet, ‘l do not
need you.’

What is more, it is precisely the parts of the
body that seem to be the weakest which are
the indispensable ones; and it is the least
honourable parts of the body that we clothe
with the greatest care. So our more improper
parts get decorated in a way that our more
proper parts do not need. God has arranged
the body so that more dignity is given to the
parts which are without it, and so that there
may not be disagreements inside the body, but
that each part may be equally concerned for
all the others. If one part is hurt, all Farts are
hurt with it. If one part is given special honour,
all parts enjoy it.

Now you together are Christ’s body; but
each of you is a different part of it. In the
Church, God has cfiven the first place to
apostles, the second to prophets, the third to
teachers; after them, miracles, and after them
the gift of healing; helpers, good leaders, those
with many languages. Are all of them apostles,
or all of them prophets, or all of them
teachers? Do they all have the gift of miracles,
or all have the gift of healing? Do all speak

strange languages, and all interpret them?.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, Alleluia

The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor

and freedom to prisoners.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL LUKE 1:1-4, 4:14-21
Seein that many others have

undertaken to draw up accounts of the
events that have taken place among us,
exactly as these were handed down to us
by those who from the outset were
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, |
in my turn, after carefully going over the
whole story from the beginning, have
decided to write an ordered account for
you, Theophilus, so that your Excellency
may learn how well founded the teaching
is that you have received.

Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in
him, returned to Galilee; and his
reputation spread throughout the
countryside. He taught in their synagogues
and everyone praised him.

He came to Nazara, where he had been
brought up, and went into the synagogue
on the sabbath day as he usually did. He
stood up to read, and they handed him
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling
the scroll he found the place where it is
written:

The spirit of the Lord has been given to
me, for he has anointed me. He has sent
me to bringbthe good news to the poor, to
Broclaim liberty to captives and to the

lind new sight, to set the downtrodden
free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.

He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back
to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes
in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then
he began to speak to them, ‘This text is
being fulfilled today even as you listen.’

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be
abashed.

Bk FEAF Y TR

St. Monica's Parish

26th January 2025
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