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KREZEEEIENNE st. Monica’s Catholic Parish

Corner Church Street and North Rocks Road, North Parramatta
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English Youth Mass

From 26th January 2025 onwards, at every 4th Sunday of the month, there will be a Youth Sunday Mass. The

choir, altar servers, acolytes and lectors are done by the members of our parish Youth Group. All are
welcome. The 11:30am Cantonese Mass will remain the same.
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YOUTH CORNER —&—+—1
Scripture - Luke 2: 41-52

Observations

In this passage, we witness Jesus staying behind at
a temple after the Feast of the Passover while his
parents were looking for him. Upon flndlng him on
the 3™ day, Mary expresses her concern, in which
Jesus replies, "Did you not know that | must be in
my Father’'s house?" This moment highlights Jesus’
awareness of His identity and mission, even at a
young age, reflecting His connection to God and
the importance of prioritising His spirituality, setting
an example for us as fellow believers.

Application

Like Mary and Joseph, us humans may regularly
overlook our spiritual lives due to the interruption of
our daily routines. However, this passage reminds
us, as Catholics, that we should always try to
actively seek out our “Father's House”; practicing
our faith through reading scriptures, prayers, and
sacraments. No matter what path we choose to
take that may result in us falling out of faith, we
must remember that Jesus will always be waiting
for us, inviting us to deepen our relationship with
him.

Prayer

Dear God,

Help us recognise your presence within our lives,
especially in moments/situations of confusion or
uncertainty. Teach us to seek you with open hearts
and to return to your house where we can know
your peace and love. Thank you for sending your
Son, as an example of how we should lead our

: lives; practicing our faith as a priority. Remind us
Ethat even when we falter, you are always near

: patiently guiding us back to you.
Amen.
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Youth Announcements

Lunar New Year 2025:

Next year’s Lunar New Year dinner will be held on
31/01/25, starting at 7pm. It will be held at Tingha Palace
Paramatta Leagues Club. Tickets are $100 for adults, $75
for youths aged 18 and under, and $50 for children aged 12
and under. Seats on the youth tables are filling up fast so if
you wish to attend, please contact Cheryl (0481 507 169)
ASAP so she can reserve a spot for you.

There will also be a Lunar New Year lunch will be held on
02/02/25 in the parish hall. More details to come.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

The shepherds went in haste, and found
Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a
manger.

FIRST READING 1 SAMUEL 1:20-22, 24-28

Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son,
and called him Samuel ‘since’ she said ‘I
asked the Lord for him.’

When a year had gone by, the husband
Elkanah went up again with all his family to
offer the annual sacrifice to the Lord and to
fulfil his vow. Hannah, however, did not go
up, having said to her husband, ‘Not before
the child is weaned. Then | will bring him and
present him before the Lord and he shall stay
there for ever.’

When she had weaned him, she took him
up with her together with a three-year-old
bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine,
and she brought him to the temple of the
Lord at Shiloh; and the child was with them.
They slaughtered the bull, and the child’s
mother came to Eli. She said, ‘If you please,
my lord. As you live, my lord, | am the
woman who stood here beside you, praying
to the Lord. This is the child | prayed for, and
the Lord granted me what | asked him. Now |
make him over to the Lord for the whole of
his life. He is made over to the Lord.” There
she left him, for the Lord.

The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 83

(R.) How happy they who dwell in your
house, O Lord.

1. How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord,
God of hosts. My soul is longing and
yearning, is yearning for the courts of the
Lord. My heart and my soul ring out their
joy to God, the living God. (R.)

2. They are happy, who dwell in your
house, for ever singing your praise. They
are happy, whose strength is in you; they
walk with ever growing strength. (R.)

3. O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer,
gave ear, O God of Jacob. Turn your
eyes, O God, our shield, look on the face
of your anointed. (R.)

SECOND READING 1STJOHN 3:1-2, 21-24

Think of the love that the Father has
lavished on us, by letting us be called God’s
children; and that is what we are. Because
the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us.

My dear people, we are already the
children of God but what we are to be in the
future has not yet been revealed, all we
know is, that when it is revealed we shall be
like him because we shall see him as he really
is.

My dear people, if we cannot be
condemned by our own conscience, we need
not be afraid in God’s presence, and

North Parramatta

whatever we ask him, we shall receive,
because we keep his commandments and live
the kind of life that he wants.

His commandments are these: that we
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and that we love one another as he told us
to. Whoever keeps his commandments lives
in God and God lives in him. We know that
he lives in us by the Spirit that he has given

us.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, Alleluia

Open our heart, O Lord, to listen to the
words of your Son. Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Every year the parents of Jesus used to
go to Jerusalem for the feast of the
Passover. When he was twelve years old,
they went up for the feast as usual.
When they were on their way home after
the feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem without his parents knowing
it. They assumed he was with the
caravan, and it was only after a day’s
journey that they went to look for him
among their relations and acquaintances.
When they failed to find him they went
back to Jerusalem looking for him
everywhere.

Three days later, they found him in the
Temple, sitting among the doctors,
listening to them, and asking them
guestions; and all those who heard him
were astounded at his intelligence and
his replies. They were overcome when
they saw him, and his mother said to
him, ‘My child, why have you done this
to us? See how worried your father and |
have been, looking for you.” ‘Why were
you looking for me?” he replied. ‘Did you
not know that | must be busy with my
Father's affairs?” But they did not
understand what he meant.

He then went down with them and
came to Nazareth and lived under their
authority. His mother stored up all these
things in her heart. And Jesus increased
in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with
God and men.

LUKE 2:41-52

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Our God has appeared on the earth, and
lived among us.

Monica's Parish

29th December 2024

http://www.ccreadbible.org
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