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Luke 1: 39-45

AT
YOUTH CORNER

Scripture: This week, we encounter the words in Luke 1:
39-45, a Gospel about faith without sight

Observation

In this Gospel, often also known as the visitation, Mary,
carrying the unborn Christ, meets up with Elizabeth, who
is also pregnant with an unborn child, John. As I’'m sure
we understand, when a child is yet to be born, they’re not
privy to the world and what is happening outside the
womb, yet in this, John, the son of Elizabeth, feels the
presence of Jesus in Mary’s womb and “leaps for joy’,
implying that even an unborn child understands and can
identify the presence of Jesus.

Application

This passage is very much about faith whilst not
necessarily “seeing” God, and the appreciation that we
should share about our faith. If an unborn child, not privy
to the world around him, can sense the importance of the
unborn Christ and have a visceral reaction to it, how
should we react to the world and the life that Christ has
given us to live? We are adults who see and interact with
the world, with the opportunity to experience small
miracles each day, but how often do we remember that
Jesus is with us within those moments and that he is the
reason for those moments of joy? This passage should
be a reminder to celebrate who is always with us.

Prayer

Lord, we thank you for the unseen work you do for us
and all that has been done for us. We thank you even
though we may not recognise it. May you help us be
wary of the things you do for us in the future so that we

:may be truly grateful for your acts and the life you've

:given us. Amen.
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Youth Announcements *
We will be having our annual Youth Christmas Party after

Please
contact Brian (0491 138 451) or Cheryl (0481 507 169) if you

{ Christmas Party — 22/12/24

Lunar New Year 2025:

Next year’s Lunar New Year dinner will be held on 31/01/25,
starting at 7pm. It will be held at Tingha Palace Paramatta
Leagues Club. Tickets are $100 for adults, $75 for youths aged 18

};? ;fg__& m'u 1 g— % EaW i iE %— :‘.{ m contact Cheryl (0481 507 169) ASAP so she can reserve a spot for
3 you.
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Ao B ?P*” Pk = ETF A% A2 235 inch will be held on 02/02/25 in the parish hall. More details to
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I te Deus
corda nestra

ST MONlCA’S Fourth Sunday of Advent- Year C

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Drop down dew from above, you
heavens, and let the clouds rain
down the Just One; let the earth be
opened and bring forth a Saviour.

FIRST READING MICAH 5:1-4
The Lord says this:

You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the
least of the clans of Judah, out of
you will be born for me the one who
is to rule over Israel; his origin goes
back to the distant past, to the days
of old.

The Lord is therefore going to
abandon them till the time when she
who is to give birth gives birth. Then
the remnant of his brothers will
come back to the sons of Israel. He
will stand and feed his flock with the
power of the Lord, with the majesty
of the name of his God. They will live
secure, for from then on he will
extend his power to the ends of the

land. He himself will be peace.
The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 79
(R.) Lord, make us turn to you; let us
see your face and we shall be

saved.

1. O Shepherd of Israel, hear us,
shine forth from your cherubim
throne. O Lord, rouse up your
might, O Lord, come to our help.
(R.)

2. God of hosts, turn again, we
implore, look down from heaven
and see. Visit this vine and
protect it, the vine your right
hand has planted. (R.)

3. May your hand be on the man
you have chosen, the man you
have given your strength. And we
shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon
your name. (R.)

SECOND READING HEBREWS 10:5-10

This is what Christ said, on coming
into the world:

You who wanted no sacrifice or
oblation, prepared a body for me.
You took no pleasure in holocausts
or sacrifices for sin; then | said, just
as | was commanded in the scroll of
the book, ‘God, here | am! | am
coming to obey your will.

Notice that he says first: You did
not want what the Law lays down as
the things to be offered, that is: the
sacrifices, the oblations, the
holocausts and the sacrifices for sin,
and you took no pleasure in them;
and then he says: Here | am! | am
coming to obey your will. He is
abolishing the first sort to replace it
with the second. And this will was
for us to be made holy by the
offering of his body made once and

for all by Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, Alleluia

| am the servant of the Lord: may his
will for me be done.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL LUKE 1:39-45

Mary set out and went as
quickly as she could to a town
in the hill country of Judah. She
went into Zechariah’s house
and greeted Elizabeth. Now as
soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leapt in her
womb and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit. She gave a
loud cry and said, ‘Of all
women you are the most
blessed, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb. Why should | be
honoured with a visit from the
mother of my Lord? For the
moment your greeting reached
my ears, the child in my womb
leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she
who believed that the promise
made her by the Lord would be
fulfilled.

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and
bear a son; and his name will be
called Emmanuel.

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

22nd December 2024

http://www.ccreadbible.org
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