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SOAP Reflection 17 November

Scripture: Mark 13:24-32

Observation: In the gospel reading, Jesus refers to the coming of the final
judgement. In the Final Judgement, Jesus will gather people judged worthy
of eternal life to Him. In the book of Daniel, the Final Judgement is described
as a time of distress in which the deceased will awake, with some people
entering eternal life and some people condemned to be separated from
eternal life. However, it offers hope to the righteous, because it is the
righteous who will be brought into eternal life. As the first reading from
Daniel states the wise will shine brightly and those who lead others to justice
will be like the stars. Jesus says the Final Judgement will be preceded by
signs, such as the darkening of the sun and the moon not giving off its light.
In the Final Judgement, God will demonstrate His power and glory as the
judge and saviour of mankind. The signs will indicate when Final Judgement
is imminent, but people cannot know when the time will come, as only God
the Father knows this.

Application: As humans, we like to prepare for events that we know are
going to happen. We like to be in control of our lives. Preparing for events
means we are more likely to influence the outcome or how the events
occur. However, as today’s gospel reminds us, not everything will be in our
control. The timing of the second coming is determined by God. The best
way to prepare ourselves is to make sure that our thoughts, intentions and
actions are righteous, particularly in our treatment of other people, because
that is what God will judge us on. We always need to reflect on our intention
in our treatment of other people, because people who act with compassion
towards others and are responsive to the needs of other people will be
called to eternal life.

Prayer: God, you are the judge and saviour of mankind and you call us to
seek eternal life with you. We are often afraid of events that are not in our
control, such as your judgement of our souls. Help us to wash away this fear
by instilling with us a desire to act with righteous intent towards other
people, to treat other people with kindness and compassion, so that we can

FEIRP AR
FREFFRAEIR ) ARIL P I RIF
AP AAPRRRRINE DA
fedFiranid ¥ > AP B TR

FagF o A FHEDRE LK
FlF A ehRay o Fopbfe A B> 3138 4
oot P Bz Hu G o

present our righteousness to you, and show our acceptance of your calling to
eternal life with you.
Youth Announcements ¢
St Monica’s Youth Group (SMYG) -
Youth Group continue for another month in the community \
room, starting at 10:30AM! If you’re year 6 and up, come hang
out for some games, make new friends and learn about God together! If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one of our
leaders Rebecca Cheung on 0449 055 395.

Youth Social Gathering

We will have our usual social hangout after youth mass on the 4th
Sunday of this month (24th November)! Please speak to Brian or Gabriel
if you want to come or would like further information. Please be aware
that we need to confirm attendance 2 weeks in advance so we can
finalise all the logistics and transport.

St Monica’s Got Talent! — 23/11/2024 Saturday 7:00-9:30pm

St Monica’s is blessed with many talented parishioners, so why not come
see them perform at the first St Monica’s Got Talent, to be held in the
hall on 23/11/2024 at 7pm! We have a great line up of acts including all
of the musical groups within St Monica’s Parish and other solo
performers. Light canapes and drinks will be served, but we recommend
having dinner before the event. Tickets will be $20 for adults and $15 for
under-12s. All proceedings will go towards funding the maintenance and
repair costs of the church buildings. We look forward to seeing you!
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not
of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will
answer you, and I will lend back your captives
from every place.

FIRST READING DN 12:1-3

‘At that time Michael will stand up, the great

prince who mounts guard over your people.
There is going to be a time of great distress,
unparalleled since nations first came into
existence. When that time comes, your own
people will be spared, all those whose names
are found written in the Book. Of those who
lie sleeping in the dust of the earth many will
awake, some to everlasting life, some to
shame and everlasting disgrace. The learned
will shine as brightly as the vault of heaven,
and those who have instructed many in
virtue, as bright as stars for all eternity.’

The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PsSALM Ps 16

(R.) Keep me safe, O God: you are my
hope.

1. O Lord, it is you who are my portion and
cup; it is you yourself who are my prize. I
keep the Lord ever in my sight: since he
is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.
(R.)

2. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;
even my body shall rest in safety. For you
will not leave my soul among the dead,
nor let your beloved know decay. (R.)

3. You will show me the path of life, the
fullness of joy in your presence, at your
right hand happiness forever. (R.)

SECOND READING Heg 10:11-14, 18

All the priests stand at their duties every
day, offering over and over again the same
sacrifices which are quite incapable of taking
sins away. Christ, on the other hand, has
offered one single sacrifice for sins, and then
taken his place for ever, at the right hand of
God, where he is now waiting until his
enemies are made into a footstool for him.
By virtue of that one single offering, he has
achieved the eternal perfection of all whom
he is sanctifying. When all sins have been
forgiven, there can be no more sin offerings.

The word of the Lord

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

17th November 2024

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, Alleluia

Be watchful, and pray constantly, that you
may be worthy to stand before the Son of
Man.

Alleluia!

When :ts branch-becames }nder

uts fort" leaves;

you know that summenridnear/

GOSPEL Mk 13:24-32

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days,
after the time of distress, the sun will be
darkened, the moon will lose its brightness,
the stars will come falling from heaven and
the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in the clouds with great power and
glory; then too he will send the angels to
gather his chosen from the four winds, from
the ends of the world to the ends of heaven.

‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as its
twigs grow supple and its leaves come out,
you know that summer is near. So with you,
when you see these things happening: know
that he is near, at the very gates. I tell you
solemnly, before this generation has passed
away all these things will have taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.

‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son; no
one but the Father.’

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Amen, I say to you, whatever you ask in prayer,
believe that you will receive, and it shall be given
to you, says the Lord.



