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YOUTH CORNER

SOAP Reflection 3rd November

Scripture: Mark 12: 28-34

Observation: When Jesus was asked “which is the greatest
commandment”, he said “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is Lord
alone! You shall love the Lord your God, with all your mind, and
with all your strength.” Jesus directly quoted the passage in
Deuteronomy. He extends this answer with the second which is “you
shall love your neighbor as yourself...” again quoting the old-
testament, this time in Leviticus, where God gave Moses the ten
commandments. Love is central to everything as it stems from God.
You cannot truly love God if you don’t love your neighbor which just
means other people. Unlike the others, this scribe showed a deeper
understanding in this answer than just the words. Love for God and
one another is greater than all the offerings, deeds, formalities and
ceremonies. Without it, all of it is meaningless and empty, simply
acts to show people you know the customs. You must first love God,
and once you understand this, the rest will follow.

Application: We can sometimes find ourselves just doing things for
the sake of routines. Going to mass on Sunday, saying the Lord’s
prayer, offerings, taking communion etc. We must ask then am [
doing this with true love for God, or am I just doing it because it is
what I do every Sunday. Likewise, I think we all try to be nice to
people around us and give to charities etc. But is that simply because
it is a nice thing to do, or do we see God in others and love them as
we love ourselves? It can take a lot of strength to be able to love
close ones selflessly, let alone people you are not close with or
people you don’t even know. I challenge us to reflect on whether we
are putting God first above all things, and if we are living with love
for God and others. And lastly, we should all aim to read the
scriptures searching for the deeper meaning than just mere words on
a page, like the scribe in the passage.

Prayer:

Lord, help us learn to love selflessly and keep your commandment to
love you with all of our hearts. Open our eyes, ears, and hearts so that
we may understand your teachings in its full truth, so that we may
live out our faith that brings us closer to Your Kingdom. Amen.
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Youth Announcements

St Monica’s Youth Group (SMYG) \

Youth Group continue for another month in the community room,
starting at 10:30AM! If you’re year 6 and up, come hang out for
some games, make new friends and learn about God together! If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one of our
leaders Rebecca Cheung on 0449 055 395.

Youth Social Gathering

We will have our usual social hangout after youth mass on the 4™
Sunday of this month (24™ November)! Please speak to Brian or
Gabriel if you want to come or would like further information.
Please be aware that we need to confirm attendance 2 weeks in
advance so we can finalise all the logistics and transport.

St Monica’s Got Talent! — 23/11/2024 Saturday 7:00-9:30pm

St Monica’s is blessed with many talented parishioners, so why not
come see them perform at the first St Monica’s Got Talent, to be
held in the hall on 23/11/2024 at 7pm! There will be a diverse
range of musical and dance performances that are sure to wow you.
Light canapes and drinks will be served, but we recommend having
dinner before the event. Tickets will be $20 for adults and $15 for
under-12s. All proceedings will go towards funding the
maintenance and repair costs of the church buildings. We look
forward to seeing you!
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; be not far
from me! Make haste and come to my help, O
Lord, my strong salvation!

FIRST READING

Moses said to the people: ‘If you fear the Lord
your God all the days of your life and if you
keep all his laws and commandments which I
lay on you, you will have a long life, you and
your son and your grandson. Listen then,
Israel, keep and observe what will make you
prosper and give you great increase, as the
Lord God of your fathers has promised you,
giving you a land where milk and honey flow.
‘Listen, Israel: The Lord our God is the one
Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength. Let these words I urge on you today
be written on your heart.’

DEUTERONOMY 6:2-6

The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PsALM
(R.) I love you Lord, my strength.

Ps 18

1. I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my
fortress, my saviour. My God is the rock
where I take refuge; my shield, my mighty
help, my stronghold. The Lord is worthy of
all praise: when I call I am saved from my
foes. (R)

. Long life to the Lord, my rock! Praised be
to the God that saves me. He has given
great victories to his king and shown love
for his anointed. (R)

SECOND READING HesREW 7:23-28
There used to be a great number of priests
under the former covenant, because death put
an end to each one of them; but this one,
Christ, because he remains for ever, can never
lose his priesthood. It follows, then, that his
power to save is utterly certain, since he is
living for ever to intercede for all who come to
God through him.

To suit us, the ideal high priest would have to
be holy, innocent and uncontaminated,
beyond the influence of sinners, and raised up
above the heavens; one who would not need
to offer sacrifices every day, as the other high
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priests do for their own sins and then for those
of the people, because he has done this once
and for all by offering himself. The Law
appoints high priests who are men subject to
weakness; but the promise on oath, which
came after the Law, appointed the Son who is

made perfect for ever.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

All who love me will keep my words, and my
Father will love them and we will come to
them. Alleluia!

GOSPEL
One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a
question to him, ‘Which is the first of all the
commandments?’ Jesus replied, ‘This is the
first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the
one Lord, and you must love the Lord you God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your mind, and with all your strength. The
second is this: You must love your neighbour
as yourself. There is no commandment greater
than these.” The scribe said to him, ‘Well
spoken, Master; what you have said is true:
that he is one and there is no other. To love
him with all your heart, with all vyour
understanding and strength, and to love your
neighbour as vyourself, this is far more
important than any holocaust or sacrifice.’
Jesus, seeing how wisely he had spoken, said,
‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’
And after that no one dared to question him
any more.

MARK 12:-28-34

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

You will show me the path of life, the fullness
of joy in your presence, O Lord.



