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Bible Supper (ENGLISH online Bible Lessons and Sharing, hosted by Fr Ephraim Lam)
Hold via ZOOM on every FIRST and THIRD Thursday from 8pm to 9pm.

It will begin on 3rd October 2024.

Brief introduction of every book and selected text in the Holy Scripture will be presented. ;
To join please scan the QR code and we shall send the zoom link to your email,
or call the Parish Office.
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YOUTH CORNER
SOAP Reflection 22nd September

Scripture: Mark 9:30-37, with verse 37 “Whoever welcomes one
of these little children in my name welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me,”
being the most impactful

Observation:- In this passage, Jesus predicts his death for a second
time. We can witness his disciples arguing over what the hierarchy
of power could potentially look like when Jesus establishes his
Kingdom, but Jesus redirects their focus. Instead, he takes a child
in his arms, analogous to the way he might embrace us or others
when they are weak and vulnerable, and states the importance of
caring for those who are less fortunate than us, or can offer very
little in return. This lesson is therefore not just applicable to young
children, but extends to those in poverty, sickness, and absence of a
strong faith or belief in Christ. When the disciples are given
opportunities to do so, they are serving God and acting in Jesus’
name- that is, being a representative of his love and obedience by
caring for those the way Jesus would have. In a way, it also shows
the disciples’ willingness to listen and accept the true power and
authority of Christ.

Application- Today’s gospel is a great reminder to live out one of
the most fundamental values within our Christian faith- to love and
serve others the way Jesus did. It is a good way to stop and
consider the people who require the most assistance. In our daily
life, it could be a homeless individual you pass by often but have
never sought the courage to speak or provide for them; or taking up
that volunteering opportunity you have been putting off to truly
make an impact in others’ lives. It can be very easy to get caught
up in our own bubble and forget the world is significantly larger,
with millions of people everywhere. When we have been granted a
chance from God to do something meaningful in our lives (even if
it is something small, like giving money to someone on the street),
we should embrace this- after all, we have been called to serve in
Jesus’ name. We should always strive to love and care for others,
even if they are complete strangers because this is what Jesus
would have done.

Prayer- Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for teaching us the
importance of love and service, and for showing us that a true
leader is one who does not desire power, but one who guides and
leads the people, only wanting what is best for them. I pray that I
may be able to emulate you in my daily life, and may I be more
attentive to your calling so that I can readily act upon it. In
moments where I do experience doubt or hesitation, please give me
strength to overcome my fears and remind myself who I am doing
this for, and who I am representing. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

*uﬁkfﬁkayﬁlézkﬁy ﬁ

Youth Announcements ’..
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)
Youth Group continues for another month in the
community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to
drop by for some games and friendly chats!
We would like to extend our invitation to the Children’s Choir to
join us every 2nd Sunday of the month! Come join us on 13th
October for a SMYG taster! If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact one of our leaders Rebecca Cheung on
0449 055 395.

Monthly youth social

We will have our usual soc(}al hangout after Youth Mass on the 4™
Sunday of this month (22" September)! Please speak to Brian or
Gabriel if you want to come or would like further information.
Please be aware that we need to confirm attendance 2 weeks in
advance so we can finalise all the logistics and transport.

Trivia night and Vinnies community sleepout

Every night we end our day in our warm comfy beds, but
countless people don’t have this simple luxury due to all kinds of
life situations. On 5th October (Saturday), St
Monica’s Youth Group will be holdmg a
sleepout to raise awareness and money for
the disadvantaged. Registration to the
sleepout is open to youths in year five and
above. We aim to raise a total of $1,500
through both entry fees and donations.
Please use the below QR code to support the
SMYG youths for the sleepout! For more
information or for an application form,
please contact Brian Wong (0491 138 451).
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
| am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress,
| will hear them, and | will be their Lord for ever.
FIRST READING Wisdom 2:12,17-20
A reading from the book of Wisdom
The godless say to themselves,

‘Let us lie in wait for the virtuous man, since he
annoys us and opposes our way of life,
reproaches us for our breaches of the law and
accuses us of playing false to our upbringing.
Let us see if what he says is true, let us observe
what kind of end he himself will have. If the
virtuous man is God's son, God will take his
part and rescue him from the clutches of his
enemies. Let us test him with cruelty and with
torture, and thus explore this gentleness of his
and put his endurance to the proof. Let us
condemn him to a shameful death since he will
be looked after — we have his word for it.’

The word of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 53

Response: The Lord upholds my life.

1. O God, save me by your name;
by your power, uphold my cause.
O God, hear my prayers;
listen to the words of my mouth. (R.)

2.  For proud men have risen against me,
ruthless men seek my life.
They have no regard for God. (R.)

3. Butl have God for my help.
The Lord upholds my life.
| will sacrifice to you with willing heart
and praise your name for it is good. (R.)

SECOND READING James 3:16—-4:3
A reading from the letter of St James

Wherever you find jealousy and ambition,
you find disharmony, and wicked things of
every kind being done; whereas the wisdom
that comes down from above is essentially
something pure; it also makes for peace, and is
kindly and considerate; it is full of compassion
and shows itself by doing good; nor is there
any trace of partiality or hypocrisy in it.
Peacemakers, when they work for peace, sow
the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness.

Where do these wars and battles between
yourselves first start? Isn’t it precisely in the
desires fighting inside your own selves? You
want something and you haven’t got it; so you
are prepared to kill. You have an ambition that
you cannot satisfy; so you fight to get your way
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by force. Why you don’t have what you want is
because you don’t pray for it; when you do
pray and don’t get it, it is because you have not
prayed properly, you have prayed for
something to indulge your own desires.

The word of the Lord
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
God has called us with the gospel to share in
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Mark 9:30-37
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

After leaving the mountain Jesus and his
disciples made their way through Galilee; and
he did not want anyone to know, because he
was instructing his disciples; he was telling
them, ‘The Son of Man will be delivered into
the hands of men; they will put him to death;
and three days after he has been put to death
he will rise again.” But they did not understand
what he said and were afraid to ask him.

They came to Capernaum, and when he
was in the house he asked them, ‘What were
you arguing about on the road?’ They said
nothing because they had been arguing which
of them was the greatest. So he sat down,
called the Twelve to him and said, ‘If anyone
wants to be first, he must make himself last of
all and servant of all.” He then took a little
child, set him in front of them, put his arms
round him, and said to them, ‘Anyone who
welcomes one of these little children in my
name, welcomes me; and anyone who
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one
who sent me.’

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept;
may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.




