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YOUTH CORNER
Scripture : John 6:1-15

Observation

The first thing to note is in this week’s gospel is God’s providence.
Jesus knew that the crowd that had followed him was spiritually
hungry. Afterall, they had followed him wherever he went to hear
him preach, but Jesus also recognised their physical hunger and
knew that the crowd required physical sustenance as well as
spiritual. God knows what we need. We only need to trust that He
will provide.

The second thing that stood out was abundance. God not only
provide but He provides in abundance. When Andrew brought the
five barley loaves and two fish to Jesus, he asks “..but what are
these among so many?”. It’s a question of helplessness and doubt.
Surely, when the apostles realised that Jesus was intending to feed
the crowd with five loaves of bread and two measly little fishes,
they must have thought there was absolutely no way this was
going to happen. Yet, Jesus did just that and more. So much so
there were twelve baskets of food remaining after everyone had
had their fill.

The last thing that was observed in the gospel was the boy that
brought the five loaves and two fish. It is suggested in the gospel
that the boy was young and poor as the loaves were described to
be “barley loaves”, with barley being common among the poor. Yet
despite this, the boy offered what he had. He could have kept quiet
and eaten his meal himself but this was not what he did. He acted
with love and selflessness in hoping that his contribution could
potentially alleviate the hunger of the crowd around him.

Application

Sometimes it is hard to see God’s plan for our lives. We often
struggle to or forget to put our lives into God’s hands and to trust
in his providence. But we see in today’s gospel, God’s love for us is
abundant and overfilling and he will provide everything we need as
long as we put it into His hands. If we remember to put all our
helplessness and things we deem to be impossible into God’s
hands, he will provide us with what we need.

And just like the boy in the gospel today, we are called to offer
what we have in service to God and our community. Even if it’s as
small as five loaves and two fish, God will multiply that offering and
make it so plentiful that it is felt by everyone around.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, | choose to put my everything into your hands.
My failures, my successes, my concerns, my joys; | lay them all
down knowing that you love me and know what is best for my life
and will provide for me accordingly. Help me to remember to be
your hands and feet and to serve selflessly with the knowledge that
the love | pour out to those around me serves as a reflection of
Your love.

Youth Announcements

St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)

Youth Group continues for another month in the
community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop
by for some games and friendly chats! .
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

God is in his holy place,

God who unites those who dwell in his house;

he himself gives might and strength to his people .

FIRST READING 2 Kings 4:42-44
A reading from the second book of the Kings

A man came from Baal-shalishah,
bringing Elisha, the man of God, bread from
the first-fruits, twenty barley loaves and fresh
grain in the ear. ‘Give it to the people to eat,
Elisha said. But his servant replied, ‘How can |
serve this to a hundred men?’ ‘Give it to the
people to eat’ he insisted ‘for the Lord says
this, “They will eat and have some left over.””
He served them; they ate and had some over,

as the Lord had said.
The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 144

Response: The hand of the Lord feeds us;
he answers all our needs.

1. All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and vyour friends shall repeat their
blessing.

They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God. (R.)

2. The eyes of all creatures look to you
and you give them their food in due time.
You open wide your hand,
grant the desires of all who live. (R.)

3. The lordis justin all his ways
and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
who call on him from their hearts. (R.)

SECOND READING Ephesians 4:1-6
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Ephesians

|, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you
to lead a life worthy of your vocation. Bear
with one another charitably, in complete
selflessness, gentleness and patience. Do all
you can to preserve the unity of the Spirit by
the peace that binds you together. There is
one Body, one Spirit, just as you were all
called into one and the same hope when you
were called. There is one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, and one God who is Father of all,
through all and within all.

The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
A great prophet has appeared among us;

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

28th July 2024

God has visited his people.  Alleluia!

GOSPEL  John 6:1-15
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus went off to the other side of the
Sea of Galilee — or of Tiberias — and a large
crowd followed him, impressed by the signs
he gave by curing the sick. Jesus climbed the
hillside, and sat down there with his disciples.
It was shortly before the Jewish feast of
Passover.

Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds
approaching and said to Philip, ‘Where can
we buy some bread for these people to eat?”’
He only said this to test Philip; he himself
knew exactly what he was going to do. Philip
answered, ‘Two hundred denarii would only
buy enough to give them a small piece each.’
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, said, ‘There is a small boy here with
five barley loaves and two fish; but what is
that between so many?’ Jesus said to them,
‘Make the people sit down.” There was plenty
of grass there, and as many as five thousand
men sat down. Then Jesus took the loaves,
gave thanks and gave them out to all who
were sitting ready; he then did the same with
the fish, giving out as much as was wanted.
When they had eaten enough he said to the
disciples, ‘Pick up the pieces left over, so that
nothing gets wasted.” So they picked them
up, and filled twelve hampers with scraps left
over from the meal of five barley loaves. The
people, seeing this sign that he had given,
said, ‘This really is the prophet who is to
come into the world.” Jesus, who could see
they were about to come and take him by
force and make him king, escaped back to the
hills by himself.

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his
benefits.




