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YOUTH CORNER

Scripture : Mark 6: 1-6

Observation:

In this week’s passage, we see the rejection of Jesus in his
hometown of Nazareth of all places. They were surprised at
Jesus’s wisdom and even the few sick people he cured were
in disbelief. At the time of Jesus’s return, he had
accomplished many miraculous feats already and had earned
a bit of a name for himself in foreign lands. However, instead
of a “hero’s welcome”, the people of his own town, who
supposedly knew him best were skeptical. They saw him as
just the carpenter and Mary’s son. They were most likely
thinking “How dare Jesus teach us about God’s words, who
gave him the rights, who does he think he is”. As father
Ephraim explained in his homily a few weeks ago, the whole
theme of the Gospel of Mark is Jesus asking “Who do you say
| am?” To the people of his hometown, he only sees him as a
common man without any status or credentials. hey cannot
see or believe he is also fully God. Despite this, Jesus still
healed a few sick people in Nazareth. If you remember last
week’s gospel, Jesus healed a hemorrhaging woman and
brought the synagogue leader’s daughter back from the
brink of death. The message is “Believe and you will be
healed”. Despite lacking faith, Jesus still extended his
compassion and grace to heal a few people. God still reveals
himself to the people, in the hope of growing the slimmest of
faith.

Application:

This is a very true reflection of today’s common view of
Christianity and Jesus. Most people can agree that Jesus
existed and that he was a teacher or prophet, executed by
the Romans under Pontius Pilot. However, the majority of
the world does not believe he is the son of God or God, nor
that he resurrected and ascended into Heaven. How often
have you been skeptical about who Jesus is? When we have
doubt about God and our faith, we are limiting God’s impact
on us. Itis not a bad thing to ask questions, but if we ask who
Jesus is, then we need to do everything we can to find the
answer. Most atheists will ask the question but leave it at
that, and remain skeptical. God has already given us the
answer in the bible, and there is no excuse not to try to find
the answer because there are so many excellent resources
out there these days from formal degrees in theological
studies to YouTube videos and podcasts from well-known
Priests and scholars. So we must go the step further to
regularly read the bible, study scriptures, and attend mass so
that we can answer Jesus’s question “Who do you say | am”.

Prayer:

Dearest Lord, thank you for your unlimited compassion,
grace, love and power. Even when we have doubt, you
continue to reveal yourself to us in different ways. Please
give us the perseverance we need, and let those who are
lacking faith be inspired to find the truth which is you. May
the numerous scholars and teachers of your word continue
to be guided by you so that we may be able to understand
your word as you intended. | humbly ask this of you in
Christ’s glory, Amen
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Youth Announcements i

St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)

Youth Group continues for another month in the
community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop
by for some games and friendly chats! .




ST MONICAS ' Feast of The Holy Martyrs and Blessed of China

Entrance Antiphon

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and
the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us,
Ifoolﬂng to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
aith.

First Reading

I, John, had a vision of a great multitude, which
no one could count, from every nation, race,
people, and tongue. They stood before the throne
and before the Lamb, wearing white robes and
holding palm branches in their hands. They cried
out in a loud voice:

“Salvation comes from our God, who is seated
on the throne, and from the Lamb.”

All the angels stood around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures.
They prostrated themselves before the throne,
worshiped God, and exclaimed:

“Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and
thanksgiving, honor, power, and might be to our
God forever and ever. Amen.”

Then one of the elders spoke up and said to me,
“Who are these wearing white robes, and where
did they come from?” I said to him, “My lord, you
are the one who knows.” He said to me, “These
are the ones who have survived the time of great
distress; they have washed their robes and made
them white in the Blood of the Lamb.

“For this reason they stand before God’s throne
and worship him day and night in his temple. The
One who sits on the throne will shelter them. They
will not hunger or thirst anymore, nor will the sun
or any heat strike them. For the Lamb who is in
the center of the throne will shepherd them and
lead them to springs of life-giving water, and God

will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
The Word of the Lord

Revelation 7: 9-17

Responsorial Psalm
(R.) Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.

Ps16

1. Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. I say to
the Lord: ‘You are my God. O Lord, it is you
who are my portion and cup; it is you yourself
who are my prize.” (R.)

2. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; even
my body shall rest in safety. For you will not
leave my soul among the dead, nor let your
beloved know decay. (r.)

3. You will show me the path of life; the fullness of
joy in your presence, at your right hand
happiness forever. (Rr.)

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

7th July 2024

Second Reading Romans 8:35, 37-39

Brothers and sisters: What will separate us from
the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
the sword?

No, in all these things we conquer
overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For I
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor
future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be satisfied. Blessed
are they who are persecuted for the sake of

righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of
heaven .

Alleluia!

Gospel MATTHEW 5:1-12A

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the
mountain, and after he had sat down, his disciples
came to him. He began to teach them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
Kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be
comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the land.

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown
mercy.

Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see
God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the
sake of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of
heaven.

Blessed are you when they insult you and
persecute you and utter every kind of evil against
you falsely because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward will be great in heaven.

The Gospel of the Lord

Communion Antiphon

Like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like a
sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them.



