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Youth Corner 5th May
Scripture- John 15:9-17

Observations- This week’s gospel passage continues from
where we left off last week. We were told to be the
branches that bear fruits, the fruits of the spirit. In doing so,
we stay with Jesus and God forever, and Jesus in us. And
now, just like the 10 commandments, Jesus essentially tells
us the most important of these is love. And this love is
meant to be mirroring Jesus’s love for us. God is the most
beautiful form of love, a love so pure and powerful that it
will bring us complete joy. This is the love Jesus is talking
about. He commands us to love one another as he has loved
us. Then as he explains that no love is greater than when
one will lay down their life for their friend, he
simultaneously tells his disciples the depth of his love and
foreshadows how he will die for his friends. And if we keep
his commands, then we are in his love and we are also his
friend, whom he laid down his life for.

Applications- The word love is sometimes thrown around so
casually that we sometimes don’t really know what love is.
Jesus showed us what it means to love in the purest way and
commanded love each other the same way. This is the love
that is one of the 7 fruits of the spirit. You might say you love
your friend, your partner, or even your family. However, if
you are asked to sacrifice yourself for them, will you do that
for all of them, or only those closest to you? Now of course,
we are not asking you to die to show your love to everyone.
Self-sacrifice can also mean selflessness. This is a more
common example. When someone asks you for a favour
such as a lift home or loose change for food or bus, how
often do we say yes, and how often do we say yes
begrudgingly? If we can’t even say yes to giving someone a
lift home, or say yes but with annoyance, then are we
showing self-sacrificing love? Jesus highlights this because it
is the greatest and also the most difficult. It is the source of
all the other fruits (joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control). Yes, it is
hard, but love is hard, and this is Jesus’s commandment for
us.

Prayer- Heavenly Father, | thank you for loving us infinitely
in the purest way, sacrificing your only son so that we may
live. In today’s world, this form of love is getting harder and
harder to find, but you have commanded us to love one and
other as you have loved us. So | pray that you can give us the
courage and strength to love as you did, so that the world
will see you through our love for one another. Amen.
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Youth Announcements
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)

Youth Group continues for another month in the
community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to
drop by for some games and friendly chats! Over the
next few months, we will be talking about the theology
of the body.

>
&
Youth Camp 9-11" July

Registration for youth camp 2024 is out! This year’s theme will be
Mulan! We will look at what it means to serve the community,
church and God. If you would like to find out more, you can speak
to any of the leaders. You will find the registration forms with
Gabriel and Cheryl.
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ST MONICAS Sixth Sunday of Easter - Year B

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; proclaim to the
ends of the earth: The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

FIRST READING Acts 10:25-26. 34-35. 44-48

As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to
meet him, knelt at his feet and prostrated himself.
But Peter helped him up. ‘Stand up,” he said, ‘I am
only a man after allV’

Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth | have now
come to realise’ he said, ‘is that God does not have
favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who
fears God and does what is right is acceptable to
him.’

While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came
down on all the listeners. Jewish believers who had
accompanied Peter were all astonished that the gift
of the Holy Spirit should be poured out on the
pagans too, since they could hear them speaking
strange languages and proclaiming the greatness of
God. Peter himself then said, ‘Could anyone refuse
the water of baptism to these people, now they
have received the Holy Spirit just as much as we
have?’ He then gave orders for them to be baptised
in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards they begged

him to stay on for some days.
The Word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 97

(R.) The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving

power.

1. Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked
wonders. His right hand and his holy arm have
brought salvation. (R.)

2. The Lord has made known his salvation; has
shown his justice to the nations. He has
remembered his truth and love for the house of
Israel. (R.)

3. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation
of our God. Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring
out your joy. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 John 4:7-10
My dear people, let us love one another since love
comes from God and everyone who loves is
begotten by God and knows God. Anyone who fails
to love can never have known God, because God is
love. God’s love for us was revealed when God sent
into the world his only Son so that we could have
life through him; this is the love | mean: not our
love for God, but God’s love for us when he sent his

Son to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.
The Word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words, and my Father

will love them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

5th May 2024

GOSPEL
Jesus said to his disciples:

‘As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you.
Remain in my love. If you keep my commandments
you will remain in my love, just as | have kept my
Father's commandments and remain in his love.

| have told you this so that my own joy may be in
you and your joy be complete.

This is my commandment: love one another, as |
have loved you. A man can have no greater love
than to lay down his life for his friends.

You are my friends, if you do what | command
you, | shall not call you servants any more, because
a servant does not know his master’s business; | call
you friends, because | have made known to you
everything | have learnt from my Father.

You did not choose me, no, | chose you; and |
commissioned you to go out and to bear fruit, fruit
that will last; and then the Father will give you
anything you ask him in my name. What | command
you is to love one another.’

JOHN 15:9-17

The Gospel of the Lord
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord, and |
will ask the Father and he will send you another Paraclete, to
abide with you for ever, alleluia.
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