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Youth Corner 7 April

Scripture- John 20: 19-31

Observation- In today’s scripture, there are a few
important _moments that thought were worth
exploring. The first is how Jesus appears to the disciples
in their darkest moments, fearing persecution. He said
shalom” or “peace be with you”, and showed them
that he is Jesus and he has risen. This part doesn’t just
demonstrate to the disciples that he was resurrected.
He had the power to come into a locked room without
anyone’s notice, and he brought them peace in their
unrest. The next part is Christ’s great mission to all of us.
He is SEI’]_CIII’\% us out into the world to continue his
mission with the power of the Holy Spirit in us. He then
%l\_/es_prlests the power to forgive sin in Jesus’s name,
ringing us the gift of the sacrament of reconciliation.
You can also look
following Christ
the last

at sin here as not believing, not
not reﬁen‘ung_for our own sins.” Then
art of this chapter is the famous doubting
omas. When Jesus appeared to the disciples again in
the locked house, this time with Thomas, he called
Thomas specifically to put his finger into the holes in hjs
hands, and his hands into his side. Jesus knew_exactly
what was said between Thomas and the other disciples,
and instead of being angry at Thomas for doubtlr(mjg, he
let him examine him fully' so that he would not doubt
anymore. This was the revelation Thomas needed and
hereplied with the powerful proclamation “My Lord and
My God!” Thomas clearly would’ve been ashamed and
embarrassed by his apparent lack of faith, but Jesus
knew his faith was sure it just needed a little nurturing.
Then Jesus ends with bl_esse,d are those who have not
seen and yet come to believe”. This also reminds us that
he other disciples had already seen Jesus with all the
holes from the nail and spear, so they believed. This is a
meslsage for us who may be struggling to see Jesus in
our lives.

Application- It is hard in today’s society to tell people
that you are Catholic, let alone trymF to tell them about
Jesus. This is disheartening and can lead us to lose faith,
doubt and fall into sin. Faith can waiver even in those
with the “strongest” faith (one of the 12 apostles). But
God is always there reaching out to us, he wants us, and
he brings peace. The important thing is that we remain
in community with each other so that we can see God’s
work, rekindle our faith and repent for our sins. When
we stray away, we might miss the opportunity to see
God, just as Thomas did the first time. The passage also
demonstrates how difficult it can be to believe without
seeing._How can we evangelize to those who don’t
believe? Let them see God’s love in our actions. Love
each other unconditionally, your family, friends,
neighbours, classmates, strangers, everyone. This is
easier said than done, especially when you are upset or
if you felt the other person had wronged you. Most of
us fail to love at some point but remember that Jesus
died for us out of love, and that is the love we should
aim to have for each other.

Prayer- Heavenly Father, thankfyou for your sacrifice on
the cross for us, and thank you for your gift of salvation,
reconciliation, love and life. May we léarn from your
words and let it strengthen our faith so that we can be
better ministers of your mission to the world. Teach us
to love even when it is hard to love so that we may be
tAhe V||5|ble sign of you to the world. In Jesus’s name,
men!

P
-
Youth Announcements -

St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)

Youth Group continues for another month in the
community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by
for some“games and. friendly chats! Over the next few
months, we will be talking about the theology of the body.

Sports Day - 27th April

Come join us for sports day during\
holidays. It will be held on the 27th
Monica’s. Timing will be confirmed soon, Bring your smiles,
energy  and alf-around good vibes for some friendly
competition! Come speak to Brian or Cheryl if you're keen or
want more details.

the coming, school
pril_in the halls at St




ST MONICAS Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy) - Year B

Entrance Antiphon

Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure,
spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to
salvation, alleluia.

First Reading Acts 4:32-35

The whole group of believers was united, heart
and soul; no one claimed for his own use
anything that he had, as everything they owned
was held in common.

The apostles continued to testify to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great power,
and they were all given great respect.

None of their members was ever in want, as all
those who owned land or houses would sell them,
and bring the money from them, to present it to
the apostles; it was then distributed to any

members who might be in need.
The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Ps 117
(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his
love is everlasting.

1.Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love has no
end.’ Let those who fear the Lord say: ‘His love
has no end.’ (R.)

2.The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; his right
hand raised me up. I shall not die, I shall live
and recount his deeds. I was punished, I was
?‘lil;\ished by the Lord, but not doomed to die.

3.The stone which the builders rejected has
become the corner stone. This is the work of
the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. This day was
made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. (R.)

Second Reading 1John 5:1-6

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has
been begotten by God; and whoever loves the
Father that begot him loves the child whom he
begets. We can be sure that we love God’s
children if we love God himself and do what he
has commanded us; this is what loving God is -
keeping his commandments; and his
commandments are not difficult, because anyone
who has been begotten by God has already
overcome the world; this is the victory over the
world - our faith. Who can overcome the world?
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son
of God; Jesus Christ who came by water and
blood, not with water only, but with water and
blood; with the Spirit as another witness - since

the Spirit is the truth.
The word of the Lord

Sequence

Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice
and praise.

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; and
Christ, the undefiled, hath sinners to his Father
reconciled.

Death with life contended: combat strangely
ended!

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

7th April 2024

Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the
way.

The tomb the Living did enclose; I saw Christ’s
glory as he rose!

The angels there attesting; shroud with grave-
clothes resting.

Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you
into Galilee.

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know.
Victorious king, thy mercy show!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have
seen me; happy are those who have not seen me,
but still believel

Alleluia!

Gospel John 20:19-31

In the evening of that same day, the first day of
the week, the doors were closed in the room
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.
Jesus came and stood among them. He said to
them, ‘Peace be with you,” and showed them his
hands and his side. The disciples were filled with
joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them
again, ‘Peace be with you.’ ‘As the Father sent
me, so am I sending you.’” After saying this he
breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are
forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they
are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’,
he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the
nails made in his hands and can put my finger
into the holes they made, and unless I can put
my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.” Eight
days later the disciples were in the house again
and Thomas was with them. The doors were
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them.
‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side.
Doubt no longer but believe.” Thomas replied, ‘My
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe
because you can see me. Happy are those who
have not seen and yet believe.’

There were many other signs that Jesus worked
and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded
in this book. These are recorded so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that believing this you may have life through
his name.

The Gospel of the Lord

Communion Antiphon
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails,
and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.



