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Youth Corner 18th February

Scripture: Mark 1:12-15

Observation:

Mark’s gospel reading about the temptation of Jesus is
short and concise, much unlike the other Synoptics of
Matthew and Luke which detail conversations between
Jesus and the devil. The first week of Lent takes us back
to the opening chapters of Genesis, where Adam and
Eve are driven out of the garden in a similar manner to
Jesus; yet what differs in this present account is that the
latter is willing to confront and resist temptation in
order to fulfill God’s plan for humanity. We are
reminded of this by the end of the reading- Jesus
exclaims “The time has come.... the kingdom of God has
come near. Repent and believe the good news!” Mark
notes that Jesus was in the ‘wilderness’ and amongst
‘wild beasts’, implicative of a barren wasteland with
little to no providence. This is also where Christ finds us
at the beginning of Lent- a place of confusion, suffering
and sin. Jesus offers a message of hope and comfort as
he overcomes the devil’s temptations, even shortly
after baptism. He is found to be ‘with’ the wild animals,
as opposed to Adam, who later became afraid of God’s
creation. Interestingly, parallels can be drawn between
both the Old and New Testament scriptures.

Application:
Temptation is something every Catholic will encounter,
often on a daily basis. We can be tormented by evil
%~ thoughts, negative behaviour and sinful actions which
only drive us further away from Christ, whom if we
place our trust in, will lead us to good. Mark shows us
that whilst temptation is an integral part of the
Christian life, it can be just a fleeting component of our
lives if we are willing to repent, conquer the struggle
and become part of the Kingdom of God by believing in
the good news. Seeking repentance and going to
confession is a gift from God- it is the truth, as it tries to
see things as they really are. It is an opportunity for us
to begin again, and open our hearts to the Lord.
Attending the Stations of the Cross every Friday night is
a great opportunity to start practicing this habit.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, as we approach this time of the year
again, please give me the gift of wisdom, introspection,
and self-awareness to understand my weaknesses,
flaws, and sins. Remind me of your strength and
resilience in overcoming the devil’s temptations for
forty days, and that | am capable of doing this too,
because | know that you are with me, and that with you
anything is possible. May these next few weeks be a
period of reflection which allow me to grow closer to
you as a child of God. Help me to recognize the
importance of repentance by seeking the sacrament of
Penance whenever and wherever possible. Free me

Youth Announcements

from the shackles of sin and shame and | welcome you
into my heart. Amen.

%
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) \&
Youth Group continues for another month in the

community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by
for some games and friendly chats!
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

When he calls on me, I will answer him;
I will deliver him and give him glory,
I will grant him length of days.

First Reading Genesis 9:8-15

God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, 1
establish my Covenant with you, and with your
descendants after you; also with every living
creature to be found with you, birds, cattle and
every wild beast with you: everything that
came out of the ark, everything that lives on
the earth. I establish my Covenant with you: no
thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the
waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to
destroy the earth again.’

God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant I
make between myself and you and every living
creature with you for all generations: I set my
bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the
Covenant between me and the earth. When 1
gather the clouds over the earth and the bow
appears in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant
between myself and you and every living
creature of every kind. And so the waters shall
never again become a flood to destroy all things

of flesh.’
The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Ps 24

(R.) Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to
those who keep your covenant.

1. Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach
me your paths. Make me walk in your truth,
and teach me: for you are God my saviour.
(R.)

2. Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love
you have shown from of old. In your love
remember me, because of your goodness, O
Lord. (R.)

3. The Lord is good and upright. He shows the
path to those who stray, he guides the
humble in the right path; he teaches his way
to the poor. (Rr.)

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:18-22

Christ himself, innocent though he was, died
once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to
God. In the body he was put to death, in the
spirit he was raised to life, and, in the spirit, he
went to preach to the spirits in prison. Now it
was long ago, when Noah was still building that
ark which saved only a small group of eight
people ‘by water’, and when God was still
waiting patiently, that these spirits refused to
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believe. That water is a type of the baptism
which saves you now, and which is not the
washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made
to God from a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered
heaven and is at God’s right hand, now that he
has made the angels and Dominations and
Powers his subjects.

The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless
glory!

No one lives on bread alone, but on every word
that comes from the mouth of God.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless

glory!

Gospel

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness
and he remained there for forty days, and was
tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts,
and the angels looked after him.

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into
Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News
from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the
kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and
believe the Good News.’

MARK 1:12-15

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

One does not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes forth from the mouth of God.


http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Galilee.mp3

