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Scripture: This week, we meet John, who will play out his

P 4 2L 2T 4 4‘ A 4o o x S role to identify Jesus as the son of God. He goes and meets
T EE AR A S with priests and Levites who question his authority and
PR — O RELY identity. He announces that he is not the Messiah or a
- prophet, but rather just a prophetic voice to the people,
46 FRMVESES LT M E2:1; 229:19; [ the pave the path between the people and Jesus. We see
(#6110 him here simply as a witness to the one that God has sent
47  FRAVOHEGRN R, FoAy | 201 153:18 Observation: Coming into this weeks Gospel, we see that
i we do not meet John just by chance, but as it is willed,
BE being serr:t by God fhimseh‘. As ffor thehpurgose of us
; .- | meeting him, it’s not for praise or for worship, but to see a
48 TR Ryttt R 1 A Ay A R, 11227 messenger who is destined to light the way for the word of
m | SpEE R | 8130013 God to be spread as a witness for Jesus. John’s role, not
just in this weeks Gospel, but in this book, is to make way
BE ; Lor the Mes%iah, dé)ing this tf;]rough thg identirt]y thaltfhe hr?s
— een given by God. We see him introducing himself to the
49 WEREEHERS BT TR #k126:3; 111:9 Jews and Levites, authority figures of Jerusalem who
= MR R oversee activity and people of interest, only to be
i questions upon his authority and status. After a standoff, a
50 a2 A RS %%103:17 sense of uneasiness resides within the Jews and Levits,
o only to be comforted by John with a message for the
1, I R AT Ao arrival of Jesus.
e 2 H B . . N
51 At 7R ARE B8 | wk89:11; 138:6: 1% Application: Although it is the Book of John, and we open
B LL LS SN 33:12; HIJ17:24 with the introduction of John, he himself is never truly the
— = centre of attention, as we see him declare not who he is
52 MieE R FHE T RERE Al | £95:11; 12:19 himself, but when he is not and what he is here to do,
rather than an introduction to the character. All we are
BT BERII A here té) witrg)ess hﬁre, is thefmﬁssage, that so h:ilpper;s to be
N - passed on by John. One of the most outstanding lines in
53 it (EEkER EEE SR [ | wK107:9 thri]s is “Make straight the \I:/)vay ?(f the Lord”, spoken by Johr#
p— o where two messages can be taken. One to prepare yourse
BAE A= T A for the coming of Jesus, as well as the ease in which you
54 [MEIEERECH 2, B | 5%98:3; fk41:8-9 [ should make it. Rather than a complicated and defensive
path, we should not make it difficult for ourselves of for
BT e EE A LA Jesushto reacg ou::I h$arts, tlhus beingdasked t;) makle a
N straight way, devoid of complication and ease of travel. In
S5 Eﬁﬂ{ﬁcmﬁzﬁﬂ’ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁuﬂ}_ 2@2“128:3;13:15; the gospel, #]ohn is ahsymbol arp]d a rﬁminder tﬁ bﬁar
B A : witness to the messiah. Jesus Christ, the one who has
IRET , B R come in the flesh, the one who is here with us, and the one
T, BHE7kiE, who will come again. Such is the takeaway from this
week’s gospel.
B - B4 Fa o FEr= &5
iff f(_f?fp{i)g, x5 jﬁ;% QJ %;] éf 25 Prayer: Jesus, when | come upon situations that require
e r']d S:Fdf F,rm, S H 51 %536 08 serious thought, please send your Holy Spirit to guide me,
MEBREEDE LS TR RO A W “~ that | may always do Your holy will. Guide me with Your
R E%:L AN ¢ A qa el B SRR o XR counsel, and give me the courage to act rightly when it is
LA & A 'FWV;;» Flis g & o difficult. Please grant me foresight when the future is
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unclear. Help me to enter into the unknown without fear,
and provide courage to others that need it. Let me be
prepared for anything, so that | can better appreciate the
surprises that come my way. Amen

Samuel
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Youth Announcements

. St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)
Youth Group continues for another month in the community
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room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by for some games
and friendly chats! Our topic for December is Social Justice.

. Christmas Party

Thank you to everyone who came along to our Christmas Party
yesterday night! We hope you had a wonderful time, and we wish
you all a happy Christmas with your family.
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ST MONICAS Third Sunday of Advent- Year B

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Is 61:1-2. 10-11

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
for the Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to
bring good news to the poor, to bind up hearts that
are broken; to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom
to those in prison; to proclaim a year of favour
from the Lord. ‘I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul
rejoices in my God, for he has clothed me in the
garments of salvation, he has wrapped me in the
cloak of integrity, like a bridegroom wearing his
wreath, like a bride adorned in her jewels. ‘For as
the earth makes fresh things grow, as a garden
makes seeds spring up, so will the Lord make both
integrity and praise spring up in the sight of the
nations.’

The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Lk 1

Response: My soul rejoices in my God.

1. My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her nothingness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. (R.)

2.  The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him. (R.)

3. Hefills the starving with good things,

sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy. (R.)

SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
1 Thess 5:16-24

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for
all things give thanks to God, because this is what
God expects you to do in Christ Jesus. Never try to
suppress the Spirit or treat the gift of prophecy
with contempt; think before you do anything - hold
on to what is good and avoid every form of evil.
May the God of peace make you perfect and holy;
and may you all be kept safe and blameless, spirit,
soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God has called you and he will not fail you.

The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;

he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

17th Dec 2023

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Jn 1:6-8. 19-28

A man came, sent by God. His name was
John. He came as a witnhess, as a witness to speak
for the light, so that everyone might believe
through him. He was not the light, only a witness to
speak for the light. This is how John appeared as a
witness. When the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not
only declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘Il am
not the Christ.” ‘Well then,” they asked, ‘are you
Elijah?’ ‘l am not,” he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’
He answered, ‘No.” So they said to him, ‘Who are
you? We must take back an answer to those who
sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’ So
John said, ‘| am, as Isaiah prophesied:

a voice that cries in the wilderness:
Make a straight way for the Lord.’

Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees,
and they put this further question to him, ‘Why are
you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not
Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I
baptise with water; but there stands among you -
unknown to you - the one who is coming after me;
and | am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.” This
happened at Bethany, on the far side of the
Jordan, where John was baptising.

The Gospel of the Lord.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.

The Third Sunday of Advent is
called Gaudete Sunday, the day
when we light the pink candle on
the Advent wreath (hence the
'pink candle' Sunday). Rose
vestments are worn to emphasize
our joy that Christmas is near.

Gaudete means "rejoice". This day

reminds us of the joy that is to

come, and serves, amid this

season of penance, as a kind of

'‘break' when we recall the hope

8 we have because of the coming of
Ml Our Lord Jesus.

facebook.com/catholicsknowtheanswerofficialpage




