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erte the WORD 2022-2024

To anticipate the celebration of the 130" anniversary of this parish, everyone is invited to join in “Write the WORD” to increase our familiarity of

the Holy Scripture. For details you can take a leaflet at the main entrances of the church, or call the Parish Office (9630 1951), or send an email to
write.the.word.2024@gmail.com
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YOUTH CORNER —&—t+—1 — 1‘3
WYD Reflections

Despite documenting this more than a month after the
conclusion of World Youth Day, I still find myself thinking back
to the days of sweltering, incessant heat, endless cathedral
hopping and identifying country flags from around the world
before delving into a questionable conversation where we
realized our multilingual abilities were significantly lacking.
Although these memories are a reminder of the joy I
experienced throughout the trip, nothing will compare to the
intimacy I felt when I was in (and surrounded by) God’s
presence.

Prior to leaving, our small group of 6 pilgrims pondered
on ‘What would you like to get out of World Youth Day? Why are
you going, and what do you hope to learn?’ I personally wanted
to be closer to Christ again, and experience the same peace and
trust I felt had been missing from my life for a while; and
understand my calling in life, perhaps through being inspired by
the lives of other Catholics. I had heard great things about this
international event- the promise of an impactful and inspiring
atmosphere; the wonderful people you get to meet; and even
the possibility to encounter God in all his glory! My expectations
were high, to say the least.

Admittedly, I was mildly disappointed with how the World
Youth Day week eventuated. Under the blistering sun, we
traveled across the city of Lisbon in hopes of attending the
talks, conferences and activities that prompted our initial
excitement and anticipation, only to be met with long queues
which rarely guaranteed a place in the venue as the capacity
was often already at its maximum. Notwithstanding, the events
we were able to participate in were some of my more
favourable moments- touching a first class relic of Pope St John
Paul II (a strip of the cassock he was wearing during his 1981
attempted assassination) was particularly incredible as he is
someone I look up to deeply, and have always been in awe of
his perseverance, intense love for God, Mary, and the youth.
Having a sister from the Missionaries of Charity give us a
detailed, guided tour of Mother Theresa’s life prompted a
reflection of whether I too can experience sacrificial love-
Mother Theresa was devoted to a calling of aid and support for
those less fortunate. Listening to a comprehensive discussion on
the shroud of Turin was a unique learning opportunity which
solidified my belief that Christ was a real human being who
suffered significantly, and ultimately died for us. Withessing my
faith by meeting others from France, Melbourne, Czech
Republic, Mexico, USA, Azerbaijan to then seeing 1.5 million
Catholics gathered in the final mass only strengthened this
credence- Christ is alive, and is living through each of us.

Contentment is how I would sum up my overall
experience. Although it seemed defeating in the moment to
stand exposed in the sunlight after waiting many hours, or
pushed amidst a crowd of perspiring and clammy individuals,
God was still able to provide the comfort and peace I sought
out. It was through the people we shared laughter and bonded
with over building rock barriers; the valuable information I
learnt, and the time spent in prayer and meditation that I could
come face to face with Christ. World Youth Day left me fulfilled,
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Youth Announcements

St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) . .
Youth Group continues for another ' month in the communit
starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by for
and discussing our new topic on ‘One true Go
a few of our youth leaders. ©

because I knew God, and so did 1.5 million others.
&

room,
ames, friendly chats
and Catholicism’ led by

Youth Trivia Night . . . .

Hi everyone! We will be hosting a Youth Trivia Night on Friday 6th
October at 6:30PM in the hall- come along for a night of food, games
and the chance to catch uP_ with each other © Letany of the leaders
know if you have any questions!
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STMONICAS Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Entrance Antiphon

I am the salvation of the people, says the
Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I
will hear them, and I will be their Lord for
ever.

First Reading Isaiah 55:6-9
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,
call to him while he is still near. Let the
wicked man abandon his way, the evil
man his thoughts. Let him turn back to
the Lord who will take pity on him, to our
God who is rich in forgiving; for my
thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways
not your ways - it is the Lord who speaks.
Yes, the heavens are as high above earth
as my ways are above your ways, my
thoughts above your thoughts.

The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Ps 144

(R.) The Lord is near to all who call him.

1. I will bless you day after day and praise
Kpur name for ever. the Lord is great,
ighly to be praised, his greatness
cannot be measured. (R. _

2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love. How
good is the Lord to all, compassionate to
all his creatures. (R.? ) )

3. The Lord is just in all his ways and loving
in all his deeds. He is close to all who
call him, who call on him from their
hearts. (R.)

Second Reading Philippians 1:20-24.27

Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by
my life or by my death. Life to me, of course,
is Christ, but then death would bring me
something more; but then again, if living in
this body means doing work which is having
good results - I do not know what I should
choose. I am caught in this dilemma: I want
to be gone and be with Christ, which would be
very much the better, but for me to stay alive
in this body is a more urgent need for your
sake. Avoid anything in your everyday lives
that would be unworthy of the gospel of
Christ.

The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!

Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the

words of your Son.
Alleluia!

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

24th September 2023

Matthew 20:1-16

Gospel
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of

heaven is like a landowner going out at
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He
made an agreement with the workers for one
denarius a day, and sent them to his
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he
saw others standing idle in the market place
and said to them, “You go to my vineyard too
and I will give you a fair wage.” So they went.
At about the sixth hour and again at about
the ninth hour, he went out and did the same.
Then at about the eleventh hour he went out
and found more men standing round, and he
said to them, “"Why have you been standing
here idle all day?” “"Because no one has hired
us” they answered. He said to them, “You go
into my vineyard too.” In the evening, the
owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call
the workers and pay them their wages,
starting with the last arrivals and ending with
the first.” So those who were hired at about
the eleventh hour came forward and received
one denarius each. When the first came, they
expected to get more, but they too received
one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled
at the landowner. “The men who came last”
they said “have done only one hour, and you
have treated them the same as us, though we
have done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.”
He answered one of them and said, “My
friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we
not agree on one denarius? Take your
earnings and go. I choose to pay the last-
comer as much as I pay you. Have I no right
to do what I like with my own? Why be
envious because I am generous?” Thus the
last will be first, and the first, last.’

The Gospel of the Lord

Communion Antiphon
I am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord; I
know my sheep, and mine know me.



