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Write the WORD 2022-2024

To anticipate the celebration of the 130" anniversary of this parish, everyone is invited to join in “Write the WORD” to increase our
familiarity of the Holy Scripture. For details you can take a leaflet at the main entrances of the church, or call the Parish Office
(9630 1951), or send an email to write.the.word.2024@gmail.com
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YOUTH CORNER 5
SOAP reflection 11th June

Scripture: Jesus said to them (the Jewish crowd), ‘...I say to you,
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you
do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my
blood has eternal life, and | will raise him on the last day. For my
flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my
flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and | in him.’

Observation: In today’s gospel, it is evident that Jesus caused
controversy with His teachings, particularly since many Jewish
people consider His teachings to be unorthodox. Jesus makes a
bold claim that anyone who drinks His blood and eats His flesh will
have the promise of eternal life, and that people who consume His
body and eats His flesh ‘consume’ His spirit and invite the spirit of
God to abide within them. Despite the scepticism that the Jewish
audience shows, Jesus appears to be unfazed and reiterates the
promise of eternal life for those who consume His body and blood.
It is through vignettes like these that Jesus reveals His mission and
purpose. This story shows that one of Jesus’ missions is to establish
the sacrament of communion, which is fulfilled through the Last
Supper.

Application: Because Jesus fulfilled His mission to atone for our
sins and give us a path to salvation, we as Catholics respond to that
mission. Jesus invites us to participate in the Eucharist through the
consumption of his body and blood. Why is the Eucharist important
to Catholics? As Catholics, we believe that the Eucharist is a
sacrament, an outward expression of an inward reception of grace.
When we consume the Eucharist, we are receiving sanctifying
grace. Receiving sanctifying grace makes us deserving of salvation
and brings us to a state of holiness. Without it, our state of original
sin and our tendency to sin would prevent us from being deserving
of eternal life. Although it can be easy to simply go through the
motions during mass and participate in the Eucharist while thinking
about something else, this wouldn’t be giving the Eucharist the
attention and respect that it deserves. We aren’t actively
responding to Jesus’ invitation to accept the graces that He offers if
we are distracted or lukewarm in the way we participate in the
Eucharist. To become more actively responsive, let us not only
welcome Jesus into our hearts when we receive the Eucharist, but
also reflect on whether we are truly changed, better humans who
have manifested Jesus’ grace and power in our dispositions,
habits, thoughts, behaviour and interactions with other people.

Prayer: Lord, Father all-powerful, and ever-living God, | thank you,
for even though | am a sinner, your unprofitable servant, not
because of my worth, but in the kindness of your mercy, you have
fed me with the precious Body and Blood of your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ. | pray that this holy communion may not bring me
condemnation and punishment but forgiveness and salvation. May
it be a helmet of faith and a shield of good will. May it purify me
from evil ways and put an end to my evil passions. May it bring me
charity and patience, humility and obedience, and growth in power
to do good.

Youth Anhouncements

- Rachel
&

St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) \

Youth group continues for another month in the

community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by for
some games and friendly chats In June we will be doing a
recap of the past topics, led by Ryan and Cheryl!

Youth Camp 2023

Y%uth camp is back on again in the Term 2 holidays, from the 4'™-
7™ July (Tuesday to Friday)! This year’s theme will be Family
Movie Night, with our topic focusing on families- permission
forms will be handed out soon. |If you have any questions/
concerns so far, please let Hazel (0478209349) or Cheryl
(0481507169) know &) Get excited!

Altar Serving Expressions of Interest

If anyone has received their first Holy Communion and is
interested in becoming an altar server at the 9AM mass, please
contact Gabby Fleming (gabbyfleming2007 @gmail.com)
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STMONICAS The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ - Year A

Entrance Antiphon
He fed them with the finest wheat and
satisfied them with honey from the rock.

First Reading Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14-16

Moses said to the people: ‘Remember how
the Lord your God led you for forty years in
the wilderness, to humble you, to test you
and know your inmost heart - whether you
would keep his commandments or not. He
humbled you, he made you feel hunger, he
fed you with manna which neither you nor
your fathers had known, to make vyou
understand that man does not live on bread
alone but that man lives on everything that
comes from the mouth of the Lord.

‘Do not then forget the Lord your God who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery: who guided you
through this vast and dreadful wilderness, a
land of fiery serpents, scorpions, thirst; who
in this waterless place brought you water
from the hardest rock; who in this
wilderness fed you with manna that your

fathers had not known.’
The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

1. O praise the Lord, Jerusalem! Zion, praise
your God! He has strengthened the bars
of your gates, he has blessed the children
within you. (Rr.)

2. He has established peace on vyour
borders, he feeds you with finest wheat.
He sends out his word to the earth and
swiftly runs his command. (r.)

3. He makes his word known to Jacob, to
Israel his laws and decrees. He has not
dealt thus with other nations; he has not
taught them his decrees. (r.)

Ps 147

Second Reading 1 Cor 10:16-17

The blessing-cup that we bless is a
communion with the blood of Christ, and the
bread that we break is a communion with
the body of Christ. The fact that there is only
one loaf means that, though there are many
of us, we form a single body because we all

have a share in this one loaf.
The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

I am the living bread from heaven, says the
Lord; whoever eats this bread will live for
ever.

Alleluia!

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

11th June 2023

Gospel JOHN 6:51-58
Jesus said to the Jews:

‘I am the living bread which has come
down from heaven. Anyone who eats this
bread will live for ever; and the bread that I
shall give is my flesh, for the life of the
world.”

Then the Jews started arguing with one
another: ‘How can this man give us his flesh
to eat?’ they said.

Jesus replied: 'I tell you most solemnly, if
you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood, you will not have life in
you. Anyone who does eat my flesh and
drink my blood has eternal life, and I shall
raise him up on the last day.

For my flesh is real food and my blood is
real drink. He who eats my flesh and drinks
my blood lives in me and I live in him. As I,
who am sent by the living Father, myself
draw life from the Father, so whoever eats
me will draw life from me.

This is the bread come down from heaven;
not like the bread our ancestors ate: they
are dead, but anyone who eats this bread

will live for ever.’
The Gospel of the Lord

Communion Antiphon

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my
blood remains in me and I in him, says the
Lord.



